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When the Bush presidency began to collapse, pundits were quick to tell a tale of the “imperial presidency”
gone awry, a story of secretive, power-hungry ideologues who guided an arrogant president down the road to
ruin. But the inside story of the failures of the Bush administration is both much more complex and alarming,
says leading policy analyst Alasdair Roberts. In the most comprehensive, balanced view of the Bush
presidency to date, Roberts portrays a surprisingly weak president, hamstrung by bureaucratic, constitutional,
cultural and economic barriers and strikingly unable to wield authority even within his own executive
branch.

The Collapse of Fortress Bush shows how the president fought—and lost—key battles with the defense and
intelligence communities. From Homeland Security to Katrina, Bush could not coordinate agencies to meet
domestic threats or disasters. Either the Bush administration refused to exercise authority, was thwarted in
the attempt to exercise authority, or wielded authority but could not meet the test of legitimacy needed to
enact their goals. Ultimately, the vaunted White House discipline gave way to public recriminations among
key advisers. Condemned for secretiveness, the Bush administration became one of the most closely
scrutinized presidencies in the modern era.

Roberts links the collapse of the Bush presidency to deeper currents in American politics and culture,
especially a new militarism and the supremacy of the Reagan-era consensus on low taxes, limited
government, and free markets. Only in this setting was it possible to have a “total war on terrorism” in which
taxes were reduced, private consumption was encouraged, and businesses were lightly regulated.

A balanced, incisive account by a skilled observer of U.S. government, The Collapse of Fortress Bush
turns the spotlight from the powerful cabal that launched the war in Iraq to tell a much more disturbing story
about American power and the failure of executive leadership.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Hickox:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide The Collapse of Fortress Bush: The Crisis of
Authority in American Government will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence
if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make
you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
suitable book with you?

Hal Clemens:

The reason why? Because this The Collapse of Fortress Bush: The Crisis of Authority in American
Government is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will
surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write
the book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still
convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Donald Jefferies:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose
book like comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking The
Collapse of Fortress Bush: The Crisis of Authority in American Government that give your entertainment
preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as
the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up
being success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick
The Collapse of Fortress Bush: The Crisis of Authority in American Government become your own starter.

Patricia Coburn:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and The Collapse of Fortress Bush: The Crisis of
Authority in American Government or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you
know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science



book, any other book likes The Collapse of Fortress Bush: The Crisis of Authority in American Government
to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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