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Ideal for courses in ancient philosophy or ancient and medieval philosophy, The Great Conversation: A
Historical Introduction to Philosophy, Volume I: Pre-Socratics through Descartes, Seventh Edition, covers
the same material as the first half (chapters 1-13) of author Norman Melchert's longer volume, The Great
Conversation. Tracing the exchange of ideas between history's key philosophers, it demonstrates that while
constructing an argument or making a claim, one philosopher almost always has others in mind. It addresses
the fundamental questions of human life: Who are we? What can we know? How should we live? and What
sort of reality do we inhabit?

Author Norman Melchert provides a generous selection of excerpts from major philosophical works and
makes them more easily understandable to students with his lucid and engaging explanations. Extensive
cross-referencing shows students how philosophers respond appreciatively or critically to the thoughts of
other philosophers. The text is enhanced by two types of exercises--"Basic Questions" and "For Further
Thought"--and numerous illustrations.

Also available to suit your course needs: The seventh editions of The Great Conversation: Volume II:
Descartes through Derrida and Quine and the entire book, The Great Conversation: A Historical
Introduction to Philosophy, which begins with the Pre-Socratics and ends with David Chalmers
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From reader reviews:

Dawn Williams:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of The Great
Conversation: Volume I: Pre-Socratics through Descartes book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Donna Bradford:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Great Conversation: Volume I: Pre-
Socratics through Descartes book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Kristopher Lewis:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Great Conversation: Volume I: Pre-
Socratics through Descartes, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Sherry Fitzgerald:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be go
through. The Great Conversation: Volume I: Pre-Socratics through Descartes can be your answer since it can
be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.
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