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First ever critical study of Tolkien’s little-known essay, which reveals how language invention shaped the
creation of Middle-earth and beyond, to George R R Martin’s Game of Thrones.

J.R.R. Tolkien’s linguistic invention was a fundamental part of his artistic output, to the extent that later on
in life he attributed the existence of his mythology to the desire to give his languages a home and peoples to
speak them. As Tolkien puts it in ‘A Secret Vice’, ‘the making of language and mythology are related
functions’’.

In the 1930s, Tolkien composed and delivered two lectures, in which he explored these two key elements of
his sub-creative methodology. The second of these, the seminal Andrew Lang Lecture for 1938–9, ‘On
Fairy-Stories’, which he delivered at the University of St Andrews in Scotland, is well known. But many
years before, in 1931, Tolkien gave a talk to a literary society entitled ‘A Hobby for the Home’, where he
unveiled for the first time to a listening public the art that he had both himself encountered and been involved
with since his earliest childhood: ‘the construction of imaginary languages in full or outline for amusement’.

This talk would be edited by Christopher Tolkien for inclusion as ‘A Secret Vice’ in The Monsters and the
Critics and Other Essays and serves as the principal exposition of Tolkien’s art of inventing languages. This
new critical edition, which includes previously unpublished notes and drafts by Tolkien connected with the
essay, including his ‘Essay on Phonetic Symbolism’, goes some way towards re-opening the debate on the
importance of linguistic invention in Tolkien’s mythology and the role of imaginary languages in fantasy
literature.
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Batiste:

The e-book untitled A Secret Vice: Tolkien on Invented Languages is the guide that recommended to you to
learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to anyone. The language that article
author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration
when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of A Secret Vice: Tolkien on Invented Languages from the publisher to make you
more enjoy free time.

Beverly Brown:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get lot of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is usually A
Secret Vice: Tolkien on Invented Languages.

Fred Miller:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and A Secret Vice: Tolkien on Invented
Languages or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing
a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book,
any other book likes A Secret Vice: Tolkien on Invented Languages to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like this.

Walter Pyle:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that question was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Amount
types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra A Secret Vice: Tolkien on
Invented Languages.
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