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In ademocracy, we generally assume that voters know the policies they prefer and elect like-minded officials
who are responsible for carrying them out. We also assume that voters consider candidates competence,
honesty, and other performance-related traits. But does this actually happen? Do voters consider candidates
policy positions when deciding for whom to vote? And how do politicians' performances in office factor into
the voting decision?

In Follow the Leader?, Gabriel S. Lenz sheds light on these central questions of democratic thought. Lenz
looks at citizens' views of candidates both before and after periods of political upheaval, including
campaigns, wars, natural disasters, and episodes of economic boom and bust. Noting important shiftsin
voters knowledge and preferences as aresult of these events, he finds that, while citizens do assess
politicians based on their performance, their policy positions actually matter much less. Even when a policy
issue becomes highly prominent, voters rarely shift their votes to the politician whose position best agrees
with their own. In fact, Lenz shows, the reverse often takes place: citizens first pick a politician and then
adopt that politician’s policy views. In other words, they follow the leader.

Based on data drawn from multiple countries, Follow the Leader? is the most definitive treatment to date of

when and why policy and performance matter at the voting booth, and it will break new ground in the
debates about democracy.
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From reader reviews:
Johanna Garrett:

The book Follow the Leader?: How Voters Respond to Politicians' Policies and Performance (Chicago
Studiesin American Politics) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou need to use to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book Follow the Leader?: How Voters Respond
to Politicians Policies and Performance (Chicago Studiesin American Politics) for being your habit, you can
get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or al
subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like open and read a book Follow the Leader?. How Voters
Respond to Paliticians Policies and Performance (Chicago Studiesin American Politics). Kinds of book are
alot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Nancy Dabney:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students as they are still students or the item for all peoplein the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't would like do
that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book Follow the Leader?. How V oters Respond to
Politicians' Palicies and Performance (Chicago Studiesin American Palitics). All type of book would you
see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Patricia Thomas:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important normally. The book Follow the Leader?: How Voters Respond to Politicians' Policies
and Performance (Chicago Studies in American Politics) ended up being making you to know about other
expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The publication Follow
the Leader?: How Voters Respond to Politicians' Policies and Performance (Chicago Studiesin American
Palitics) is not only giving you far more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored.

Y ou can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book Follow
the Leader?: How Voters Respond to Politicians Policies and Performance (Chicago Studiesin American
Politics). You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Edward Grimes:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get wide range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have extratime,
we will say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not arobot. Then we request again, what kind of
activity are there when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book



you have read is definitely Follow the Leader?: How V oters Respond to Politicians' Policies and
Performance (Chicago Studies in American Palitics).
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