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It’s no secret that humans and apes share a host of traits, from the tribal communities we form to our
irrepressible curiosity. We have a common ancestor, scientists tell us, so it’s natural that we act alike. But not
all of these parallels are so appealing: the chimpanzee, for example, can be as vicious and manipulative as
any human.

Yet there’s more to our shared primate heritage than just our violent streak. In Our Inner Ape, Frans de
Waal, one of the world’s great primatologists and a renowned expert on social behavior in apes, presents the
provocative idea that our noblest qualities—generosity, kindness, altruism—are as much a part of our nature
as are our baser instincts. After all, we share them with another primate: the lesser-known bonobo. As
genetically similar to man as the chimpanzee, the bonobo has a temperament and a lifestyle vastly different
from those of its genetic cousin. Where chimps are aggressive, territorial, and hierarchical, bonobos are
gentle, loving, and erotic (sex for bonobos is as much about pleasure and social bonding as it is about
reproduction).

While the parallels between chimp brutality and human brutality are easy to see, de Waal suggests that the
conciliatory bonobo is just as legitimate a model to study when we explore our primate heritage. He even
connects humanity’s desire for fairness and its morality with primate behavior, offering a view of society that
contrasts markedly with the caricature people have of Darwinian evolution. It’s plain that our finest qualities
run deeper in our DNA than experts have previously thought.

Frans de Waal has spent the last two decades studying our closest primate relations, and his observations of
each species in Our Inner Ape encompass the spectrum of human behavior. This is an audacious book, an
engrossing discourse that proposes thought-provoking and sometimes shocking connections among chimps,
bonobos, and those most paradoxical of apes, human beings.
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From reader reviews:

Gloria Eller:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Our Inner Ape: The Best and Worst of Human
Nature. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important some sort of book Our Inner Ape: The Best and Worst of Human Nature. You can add information
and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you
can understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Robert Harriman:

This Our Inner Ape: The Best and Worst of Human Nature book is simply not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be information inside this
book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get.
This specific Our Inner Ape: The Best and Worst of Human Nature without we know teach the one who
reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry Our Inner Ape: The Best and
Worst of Human Nature can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' grow to
be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Our Inner Ape: The Best and
Worst of Human Nature having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

James Rohrbach:

Here thing why this kind of Our Inner Ape: The Best and Worst of Human Nature are different and reliable
to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the
content is as tasty as food or not. Our Inner Ape: The Best and Worst of Human Nature giving you
information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve that
similar with Our Inner Ape: The Best and Worst of Human Nature. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its
open up your current eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened
around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. In
case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Our Inner Ape: The Best and
Worst of Human Nature in e-book can be your option.

Joseph Carter:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel



happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Our Inner Ape: The
Best and Worst of Human Nature is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.
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