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Sweet Bamboo is the vivid and absorbing memoir of a Chinese American family who lived in Los Angeles
since the first years of the twentieth century. Lovingly recounted by the second daughter, who went on to
become the first Asian American reporter for a major American newspaper, this account illuminates the
many changes that occurred in the family as members increasingly became integrated into American society.
While much of the attention given to Chinese immigrants has focused on the struggles of working class
people, this book sheds new light on adifferent kind of immigrant experience—that of privileged Chinese
parents and their children living in relative affluence in a predominantly white neighborhood.

The family saga beginsin China's Kwangtung Province, in the village of Gum Jook (Sweet Bamboo), about
31 miles south of Canton. It follows Louise Leung Larson's parents through their arranged marriage in 1898,
to their arrival in Los Angeles, the birth of three daughters and five sons (named after American presidents),
and her father's development of a successful herbalist business. Larson's intimate portrait of her family, her
lively depiction of Los Angeles at the turn of the century, and her engaging descriptions of meals eaten,
holidays celebrated, school events, visits from relatives, and much more make this arichly textured
excursion into the dreams and disappointments of everyday life.

The death of the author's mother in 1957 marks the end of an erafor the Tom Leung family. An epilogue
brings the story to the late 1980s, tracing the intermarriage of the third and fourth generations, and the
family's diminishing sense of its Chinese identity. A postscript by the author's daughter, Jane Leung Larson,
provides details of the fourth and fifth generations L eungs and recounts Jane's trip to China where she visited
her parents' birthplaces and met relatives from both her grandmother's and grandfather's families. Taken
together, these keen observations illustrate several generations adaptation to dual cultures and the formation
of aunigue Chinese American sensibility.
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From reader reviews:
Shirley Frazier:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students since they're still students or it for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
would like do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book Sweet Bamboo: A Memoir of a
Chinese American Family. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. Y ou can look for the
internet sources or other social media.

Debbie Brown:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individua ? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the
fact just their can do that will. It said that about book. Book isfamiliar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Sweet Bamboo: A Memoir of a
Chinese American Family to read.

Thomas Jones:

Y ou could spend your freetimeto learn this book this e-book. This Sweet Bamboo: A Memoir of a Chinese
American Family is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon.
If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make
you simpler to read it. Y ou can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are alot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Walter Taylor:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from abook. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just searching for the Sweet Bamboo: A Memoir of a Chinese American Family when you required it?
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