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In 1945, Elsie C. Bechtel left her Ohio home for the tiny French commune of Lavercantiere, where for nearly
three years she cared for children displaced by the ravages of war. Bechtel’ s diary, photographs, and letters
home to her family provide the central texts of this study. From 1945 to 1948, she recorded her encounters
with French society and her immersion in the spare beauty of rural France. From her daily work came
passionate musings on the emotional world of human interactions and evocative observations of the
American, Spanish, and French co-workers and children with whom she lived.

As avolunteer with the Mennonite Central Committee (MCC), Bechtel was part of the war relief efforts of
pacifist Quakers and Anabaptists. In France between 1939 and 1948, MCC programs distributed clothing,
shared food, and sheltered refugee children. The work began in the far southwest of France but, by the time
Bechtel completed her servicein 1948, had moved to the Alsace region, where French Mennonites clustered.
Bechtel’ s writings emerged from a religious context that included much travel, but little reflection on the
significance of that travel. Y et, religiously motivated travel—an old tradition in southwest France—shaped
Bechtel’ s life. The authors consider her experiences in terms of religious pilgrimage and reflect on their own
pilgrimage to Lavercantiere in 2006 for a reunion with some of the people marked by the broader effort that
Bechtel joined.

To understand Bechtel’ s experiences and prose, the authors examined archival sources on MCC’'swork in
France, gathered oral and written narratives of participants, and researched other war relief effortsin Spain
and France in the 1930s and 1940s. Drawing on these various contexts, the authors establish the complexity,
but also the significance, of pilgrimage and humanitarian service asintercultural exchanges.
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From reader reviews:
Justin Moore;

In other case, little persons like to read book Relief Work as Pilgrimage: "Mademoiselle Miss Elsie" in
Southern France, 1945-1948. Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know
about how isimportant the book Relief Work as Pilgrimage: "Mademoiselle Miss Elsie" in Southern France,
1945-1948. Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or
maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to
thelibrary. Let'slearn.

Milton Jones:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to compl ete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They should answer that question
simply because just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book isfamiliar on every person. Yes, itis
proper. Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need this Relief Work as Pilgrimage:
"Mademoiselle Miss Elsie" in Southern France, 1945-1948 to read.

William Ullrich:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you alot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Relief Work
as Pilgrimage: "Mademoiselle Miss Elsie" in Southern France, 1945-1948, you may tells your family, friends
and soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Pear| Miller:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity hereislook different you can read a
book. It isreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day long to
reading a book. The book Relief Work as Pilgrimage: "Mademoiselle Miss Elsie" in Southern France, 1945-
1948 it doesn't matter what good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. These people



were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy

often the e-book. Y ou can mQOore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book has high quality.
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