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How did the soldiers in the trenches of the Great War understand and explain battlefield experience, and
themselves through that experience? Situated at the intersection of military history and cultural history, The
Embattled Self draws on the testimony of French combatants to explore how combatants came to terms with
the war. In order to do so, they used a variety of narrative tools at hand?rites of passage, mastery, a character
of the soldier as a consenting citizen of the Republic. None of the resulting versions of the story provided a
completely consistent narrative, and all raised more questions about the "truth" of experience than they
answered. Eventually, a story revolving around tragedy and the soldier as victim came to dominate?even to
silence?other types of accounts. In thematic chapters, Leonard V. Smith explains why the novel structured by
a specific notion of trauma prevailed by the 1930s.

Smith canvasses the vast literature of nonfictional and fictional testimony from French soldiers to understand
how and why the "embattled self" changed over time. In the process, he undermines the conventional
understanding of the war as tragedy and its soldiers as victims, a view that has dominated both scholarly and
popular opinion since the interwar period. The book is important reading not only for traditional historians of
warfare but also for scholars in a variety of fields who think critically about trauma and the use of personal
testimony in literary and historical studies.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Richards:

Within other case, little persons like to read book The Embattled Self: French Soldiers' Testimony of the
Great War. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important some sort of book The Embattled Self: French Soldiers' Testimony of the Great War. You can add
know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's learn.

Phillip Barker:

The book The Embattled Self: French Soldiers' Testimony of the Great War make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book The
Embattled Self: French Soldiers' Testimony of the Great War to become your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like open up and read a guide The Embattled Self: French Soldiers' Testimony
of the Great War. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Patricia French:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Embattled Self:
French Soldiers' Testimony of the Great War which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
observe.

Eliza Gold:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
called of book The Embattled Self: French Soldiers' Testimony of the Great War. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to
other place.
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