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Desmond M. Clarke presents a thematic history of French philosophy from the middle of the sixteenth
century to the beginning of Louis XIV's reign. While the traditional philosophy of the schools was taught
throughout this period by authors who have faded into permanent obscurity, a whole generation of writers
who were not professional philosophers--some of whom never even attended a school or college--addressed
issues that were prominent in French public life. Clarke explores such topics as the novel political theory
espoused by monarchomachs, such as Beze and Hotman, against Bodin's account of absolute sovereignty;
the scepticism of Montaigne, Charron, and Sanches; the ethical discussions of Du Vair, Gassendi, and
Pascal; innovations in natural philosophy that were inspired by Mersenne and Descartes and implemened by
members of the Academie royale des sciences; theories of the human mind from Jean de Silhon to Cureau de
la Chambre and Descartes; and the novel arguments in support of women's education and equality that were
launched by De Gournay, Du Bosc, Van Schurman and Poulain de la Barre. The writers involved were
lawyers, political leaders, theologians, and independent scholars and they acknowledged, almost
unanimously, the authority of the Bible as a source of knowledge that was claimed to be more reliable than
the fragile powers of human understanding. Since they could not agree, however, on which books of the
Bible were canonical or how that should be understood, their discussions raised questions about faith and
reason that mirrored those involved in the infamous Galileo affair.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Smith:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This French Philosophy, 1572-1675 (The Oxford History of Philosophy) book is
readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The
writer involving French Philosophy, 1572-1675 (The Oxford History of Philosophy) content conveys the
thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it
just different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking French Philosophy, 1572-1675 (The Oxford
History of Philosophy) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Melissa Alfonso:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time
to be read. French Philosophy, 1572-1675 (The Oxford History of Philosophy) can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Brandon Adams:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
you is French Philosophy, 1572-1675 (The Oxford History of Philosophy) this reserve consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular
writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.

Vincent Humphreys:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It
is named of book French Philosophy, 1572-1675 (The Oxford History of Philosophy). You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier
to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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