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The Alhambra has long been a byword for exotic and melancholy beauty. In his absorbing new book, Robert
Irwin, Arabist and novelist, examines its history and allure.

The Alhambra is the only Muslim palace to have survived since the Middle Ages. Built by a threatened
dynasty of Muslim Spain, it was preserved as a monument to the triumph of Christianity. Every day
thousands of tourists enter this magnificent site to be awestruck by its towers and courts, its fountained
gardens, its honeycombed ceilings and intricate tile work. It is a complex full of mysteries--even its purpose
is unclear. Its sophisticated ornamentation is not indiscriminate but full of hidden meaning. Its most
impressive buildings were designed not by architects, but by philosophers and poets. The Alhambra, which
resembles a fairy-tale palace, was constructed by slave labor in an era of economic decline, plague, and
political violence. Its sumptuously appointed halls have lain witness to murder and mayhem. Yet its
influence on art and on literature--including Orientalist painting and the architecture of cinemas, Washington
Irving and Jorge Luis Borges--has been lasting and significant. As our guide to this architectural masterpiece,
Robert Irwin allows us to fully understand the impact of the Alhambra.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Lyon:

The particular book The Alhambra has a lot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot
of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of
write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Sharon Broome:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide
that need more time to be learn. The Alhambra can be your answer as it can be read by anyone who have
those short spare time problems.

James Pickett:

Beside this particular The Alhambra in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't
always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Alhambra
because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom
get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from right now!

Dominic Maddock:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book The Alhambra to make your own
personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and
studying especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the
guide The Alhambra can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of that time.
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