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In 1998, a mysterious right-handed pitcher emerged from the ashes of the Cold War and helped lead the New
York Yankees to a World Championship. His origins and even his age were uncertain. His name was
Orlando El Duque Hernandez. He was a fallen hero of Fidel Castro's socialist revolution.

The chronicle of El Duque's triumph is at once a window into the slow death of Cuban socialism and one of
the most remarkable sports stories of all time. Once hailed as a paragon of Castro's revolution, the finest
pitcher in modern Cuban history was banned from baseball for life for allegedly plotting to defect. Instead of
accepting his punishment, he fearlessly fought back, defying the Communist party authorities, vowing to
pitch again, and ultimately fleeing his country in the bowels of a thirty-foot fishing boat.

Here, for the first time and in astonishing detail, the secrets behind El Duque's persecution and escape are
revealed. Moving from the crumbling streets of post Cold War Havana to the polarized world of exile
Miami, from the deadly Florida Straits to the hallowed grounds of Yankee Stadium, it is a story of cloak-
and-dagger adventure, audacious secret plots, the pull of big money, and the historic collision of ideologies.

Present throughout are the larger-than-life characters who converged at this bizarre intersection of baseball
and politics: El Duque himself, Fidel Castro, the Miami sports agent Joe Cubas, the late John Cardinal
O'Connor along with scouts, smugglers, and the Cuban ballplayers who gave up their lives as tools of
socialism to test the free market and chase their major-league dreams.

Reported in the United States and Cuba by two award-winning journalists who became part of the story they
were covering, The Duke of Havana is a riveting saga of sports, politics, liberation, and greed.
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From reader reviews:

Spencer Fuentes:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The The Duke of Havana: Baseball, Cuba, and the Search for the American Dream will
give you new experience in studying a book.

Mary Alejandro:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this book. This The Duke of Havana: Baseball, Cuba, and
the Search for the American Dream is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

Helen Massey:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and The Duke of Havana: Baseball, Cuba, and the
Search for the American Dream as well as others sources were given information for you. After you know
how the great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or
students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science
book, any other book likes The Duke of Havana: Baseball, Cuba, and the Search for the American Dream to
make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Clayton Johnson:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen want book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With the book The
Duke of Havana: Baseball, Cuba, and the Search for the American Dream we can consider more advantage.
Don't you to definitely be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book The
Duke of Havana: Baseball, Cuba, and the Search for the American Dream. You can more appealing than
now.
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