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From an “illuminating and entertaining” (The New York Times) young writer, the story that explores
the fateful intersection of two men at the Tokyo war crimes trial that followed World War II: a
Japanese nationalist charged with war crimes and the American doctor assigned to determine his
sanity—and thus his fate.

From an “illuminating and entertaining” (The New York Times) historian comes the World War II
story of two men whose remarkable lives improbably converged at the Tokyo war crimes trials of
1946.

In the wake of World War II, the Allied forces charged twenty-eight Japanese men with crimes against
humanity. Correspondents at the Tokyo trial thought the evidence fell most heavily on ten of the accused. In
December 1948, five of these defendants were hanged while four received sentences of life in prison. The
tenth was a brilliant philosopher-patriot named Okawa Shumei. His story proved strangest of all.

Among all the political and military leaders on trial, Okawa was the lone civilian. In the years leading up to
World War II, he had outlined a divine mission for Japan to lead Asia against the West, prophesized a great
clash with the United States, planned coups d’etat with military rebels, and financed the assassination of
Japan’s prime minister. Beyond “all vestiges of doubt,” concluded a classified American intelligence report,
“Okawa moved in the best circles of nationalist intrigue.”

Okawa’s guilt as a conspirator appeared straightforward. But on the first day of the Tokyo trial, he made
headlines around the world by slapping star defendant and wartime prime minister Tojo Hideki on the head.
Had Okawa lost his sanity? Or was he faking madness to avoid a grim punishment? A U.S. Army
psychiatrist stationed in occupied Japan, Major Daniel Jaffe—the author’s grandfather—was assigned to
determine Okawa’s ability to stand trial, and thus his fate.

Jaffe was no stranger to madness. He had seen it his whole life: in his mother, as a boy in Brooklyn; in
soldiers, on the battlefields of Europe. Now his seasoned eye faced the ultimate test. If Jaffe deemed Okawa
sane, the war crimes suspect might be hanged. But if Jaffe found Okawa insane, the philosopher patriot
might escape justice for his role in promoting Japan’s wartime aggression.

Meticulously researched, A Curious Madness is both expansive in scope and vivid in detail. As the story
pushes both Jaffe and Okawa toward their postwar confrontation, it explores such diverse topics as the roots
of belligerent Japanese nationalism, the development of combat psychiatry during World War II, and the
complex nature of postwar justice. Eric Jaffe is at his best in this suspenseful and engrossing historical
narrative of the fateful intertwining of two men on different sides of the war and the world and the question
of insanity.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Collins:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and important the book A Curious Madness: An American Combat
Psychiatrist, a Japanese War Crimes Suspect, and an Unsolved Mystery from World War II. All type of book
could you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Bessie Kraft:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the guide untitled A Curious Madness: An American Combat Psychiatrist, a
Japanese War Crimes Suspect, and an Unsolved Mystery from World War II can be excellent book to read.
May be it can be best activity to you.

Hugo Carter:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love A Curious Madness: An American
Combat Psychiatrist, a Japanese War Crimes Suspect, and an Unsolved Mystery from World War II, you
could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh
come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Russell Fielder:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on
book like comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting A Curious Madness: An
American Combat Psychiatrist, a Japanese War Crimes Suspect, and an Unsolved Mystery from World War
II that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over
the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then how they react toward
the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of
you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can
pick A Curious Madness: An American Combat Psychiatrist, a Japanese War Crimes Suspect, and an



Unsolved Mystery from World War II become your starter.
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