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As the Great Depression touched every corner of America, the New Deal promoted indigenous arts and
crafts as a means of bootstrapping Native American peoples. But New Deal administrators' romanticization
of indigenous artists predisposed them to favor pre-industrial forms rather than art that responded to
contemporary markets.

In A New Deal for Native Art, Jennifer McLerran reveals how positioning the native artist as a pre-modern
Other served the goals of New Deal programs—and how this sometimes worked at cross-purposes with
promoting native self-sufficiency. She describes federal policies of the 1930s and early 1940s that sought to
generate an upscale market for Native American arts and crafts. And by unraveling the complex ways in
which commodification was negotiated and the roles that producers, consumers, and New Deal
administrators played in that process, she sheds new light on native art’s commodity status and the artist’s
position as colonial subject.

In this first book to address the ways in which New Deal Indian policy specifically advanced
commodification and colonization, McLerran reviews its multi-pronged effort to improve the market for
Indian art through the Indian Arts and Crafts Board, arts and crafts cooperatives, murals, museum exhibits,
and Civilian Conservation Corps projects. Presenting nationwide case studies that demonstrate transcultural
dynamics of production and reception, she argues for viewing Indian art as a commodity, as part of the
national economy, and as part of national political trends and reform efforts.

McLerran marks the contributions of key individuals, from John Collier and Rene d’Harnoncourt to Navajo
artist Gerald Nailor, whose mural in the Navajo Nation Council House conveyed distinctly different
messages to outsiders and tribal members. Featuring dozens of illustrations, A New Deal for Native Art offers
a new look at the complexities of folk art “revivals” as it opens a new window on the Indian New Deal.
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From reader reviews:

Cesar Smith:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled A New Deal for Native Art: Indian Arts and Federal Policy,
1933-1943. Try to make book A New Deal for Native Art: Indian Arts and Federal Policy, 1933-1943 as
your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with course
make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot
more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience along
with knowledge with this book.

Vickie Reed:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book A New Deal for Native Art: Indian Arts and Federal Policy,
1933-1943. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important some sort of book A New Deal for Native Art: Indian Arts and Federal Policy, 1933-1943. You
can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book as
well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Jamey Norton:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love A New Deal for Native Art: Indian
Arts and Federal Policy, 1933-1943, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want
to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it,
oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Gregory Eubanks:

Beside that A New Deal for Native Art: Indian Arts and Federal Policy, 1933-1943 in your phone, it might
give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might
got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is
good thing to have A New Deal for Native Art: Indian Arts and Federal Policy, 1933-1943 because this book
offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's all about.
Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be



questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as
read it from today!
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