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The purpose of this book, says the author, is to show the effect of Indian medicinal practices on white
civilization. Actually it achieves far more. It discusses Indian theories of disease and methods of combating
disease and even goes into the question of which diseases were indigenous and which were brought to the
Indian by the white man. It also lists Indian drugs that have won acceptance in the Pharmacopeia of the
United States and the National Formulary.

The influence of American Indian healing arts on the medicine and healing and pharmacology of the white
man was considerable. For example, such drugs as insulin and penicillin were anticipated in rudimentary
form by the aborigines. Coca leaves were used as narcotics by Peruvian Indians hundreds of years before
Carl Koller first used cocaine as a local anesthetic in 1884. All together, about 170 medicines, mostly
botanical, were contributed to the official compendia by Indians north of the Rio Grande, about 50 more
coming from natives of the Latin-American and Caribbean regions.

Impressions and attitudes of early explorers, settlers, physicians, botanists, and others regarding Indian
curative practices are reported by geographical regions, with British, French, and Spanish colonies and the
young United States separately treated.

Indian theories of disease—sorcery, taboo violation, spirit intrusion, soul loss, unfulfilled dreams and
desires, and so on -and shamanistic practices used to combat them are described. Methods of treating all
kinds of injuries-from fractures to snakebite-and even surgery are included. The influence of Indian healing
lore upon folk or domestic medicine, as well as on the "Indian doctors" and patent medicines, are discussed.
For the convenience of the reader, an index of botanical names is provided, together with a wide variety of
illustrations. The disproportionate attention that has been given to the superstitious and unscientific features
of aboriginal medicine has tended to obscure its real contributions to American civilization.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Kelly:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed
American Indian Medicine, (Civilization of American Indian)? Maybe it is for being best activity for you.
You know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do
you agree with it has the opinion or you have other opinion?

Shannon Thompson:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This American Indian Medicine, (Civilization of American Indian) book is
readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you.
The writer involving American Indian Medicine, (Civilization of American Indian) content conveys thinking
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it
just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking American Indian Medicine, (Civilization of
American Indian) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Karen Taylor:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept American Indian
Medicine, (Civilization of American Indian) suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in this
era. The book untitled American Indian Medicine, (Civilization of American Indian)is a single of several
books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The
author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
e-book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Marvin Ober:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top list in your reading list is definitely American Indian Medicine, (Civilization of American Indian). This
book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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