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On a traditional conception of the human mind, reasoning can be rational or irrational, but perception cannot.
Perception is simply a source of new information, and cannot be assessed for rationality. Susanna Siegel
argues that this conception is wrong. Drawing on examples involving racism, emotion, self-defense law, and
scientific theories, The Rationality of Perception makes the case that perception itself can be rational or
irrational.

The Rationality of Perception argues that reasoning and perception are often deeply intertwined. When
unjustified beliefs, fears, desires, or prejudices influence what we perceive, we face a philosophical problem:
is it reasonable to strengthen what one believes, fears, or suspects, on the basis of an experience that was
generated, unbeknownst to the perceiver, by those very same beliefs, fears, or suspicions? Siegel argues that
it is not reasonable--even though it may seem that way to the perceiver. In these cases, a perceptual
experience may itself be irrational, because it is brought about by irrational influences.

Siegel systematically distinguishes a number of different kinds of influences on perception, and builds a
theory of how such influences on perception determine what it's rational or irrational to believe. She uses the
main conclusions to analyze perceptual manifestations of racism. This book makes vivid the far-reaching
consequences of psychological and cultural influences on perception. Its method shows how analytic
philosophy, social psychology, history and politics can be mutually illuminating.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Williams:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Rationality of Perception.

Robert Watts:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider when
those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Rationality of Perception as your daily resource
information.

Jean Gaskin:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the reserve untitled The Rationality of Perception can be very good book to read. May be it
may be best activity to you.

Lauren Clarke:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer could be The Rationality of Perception why because the wonderful cover that make
you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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