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Olumwullah examines disease, biomedicine, and processes of social change among the AbaNyole of
Western Kenya and analyzes the introduction and use of biomedicine as a cultural tool of domination by
British colonizers and the AbaNyole's reaction to this therapeutic tradition and its technologies. He argues
that biomedicine is a tool that the colonizers used to think about the colonized. Through an examination of
ideas about order and disorder in Nyole cosmology, Nyole experiences with new diseases and biomedical
practices that were brought to bear on these diseases; and how these experiences and the meanings they
produced transformed metaphors of disease, illness, and healing, this study argues that, just as colonialism
was more than a quest for the construction of exploitative political and economic institutions, so was
biomedicine more than a mere matter of scientific interest based on benevolent neutrality.

By setting the terms of discourse between the West and the African culural environment, and by insinuating
itself at the center of contestation over knowledge between a British science and African ways of knowing,
colonial biomedical science turned the African body into a site of colonizing power and of contestation
between the colonized and the colonizer. Narratives about the incidence of diseases like the plague were in
themselves experiences of suffering that opened a window to how local knowledge about disease etiology
and disease causation was produced among the AbaNyole. Instead of being passive victims of capitalistic
forces of domination and exploitation, the Nyole confronted biomedicine as its assemblage of practices
inhabited, passed through, transformed, conserved, or escaped the terrain sketched by a pre-European Nyole
worldview. Conventioanl expectations about disease as misfortune were altered as colonialism came to be
seen and experienced as a form of social death the AbaNyole had never before encountered.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Brown:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people
in the world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book Dis-ease in the Colonial State:
Medicine, Society, and Social Change Among the AbaNyole of Western Kenya. All type of book would you
see on many resources. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Shirley Kier:

The reason why? Because this Dis-ease in the Colonial State: Medicine, Society, and Social Change Among
the AbaNyole of Western Kenya is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to
snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic
author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand,
entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive
aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So ,
still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Brenda Hedstrom:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Dis-ease in the Colonial State:
Medicine, Society, and Social Change Among the AbaNyole of Western Kenya that give your fun preference
will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the
opportinity for people to know world better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly
that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for
all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Dis-ease in the Colonial State:
Medicine, Society, and Social Change Among the AbaNyole of Western Kenya become your own starter.

Samantha Green:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide Dis-ease in the Colonial State: Medicine, Society, and Social Change
Among the AbaNyole of Western Kenya was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your
knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of
book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the
modern era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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