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If knowledge is power, then the power of law can be studied through the lens of knowledge. This book opens
up a substantive new area of legal research--knowledge production--and presents a series of case studies
showing that the hybridity and eclecticism of legal knowledge processes make it unfruitful to ask questions
such as, "Is law becoming more dominated by science?' Mariana Valverde argues that legal decision making
cannot be understood if one counterposes science and technology, on the one hand, to common knowledge
and common sense on the other. The case studies of law's flexible collage of knowledges range from
determinations of drunkenness made by liquor licensing inspectors and by police, through police testimony
in "indecency" cases, to how judges define the "truth” of sexuality and the harm that obscenity poses to
communities.

Valverde emphasizes that the types of knowledge that circulate in such legal arenas consist of "facts," values,
and codes from numerous incompatible sources that combine to produce interesting hybrids with wide-
ranging legal and social effects. Drawing on Foucaultian and other analytical tools, she cogently
demonstrates that different modes of knowledge, and hence various forms of power, coexist happily.

Law's Dream of a Common Knowledge underlines the importance of analyzing dynamically how knowledge
formation works. And it helps us to better understand the workings of power and resistance in a variety of
contemporary contexts. It will interest scholars and students from disciplines including law, sociology,
anthropology, history, and science-and-technology studies as well as those concerned with the particular
issues raised by the case studies.
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From reader reviews:
Nakia Schultz:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Law's Dream of a Common Knowledge (The Cultural
Lives of Law). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important any book Law's Dream of a Common Knowledge (The Cultural Lives of Law). You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because from book
you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known.
About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open abook or searching
by internet device. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's
study.

William Burns;

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
study a book you can get agreat deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along
with soon. The Law's Dream of a Common Knowledge (The Cultural Lives of Law) provide you with new
experience in looking at a book.

Linda Sandoval:

Y ou could spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Law's Dream of a Common
Knowledge (The Cultural Lives of Law) issimple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach,
train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can save typically the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Kevin Lemon:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Law's Dream of a Common
Knowledge (The Cultural Lives of Law) or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you
know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher
or students especially. Those guides are hel ping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science publication, any other book likes Law's Dream of a Common Knowledge (The Cultural Lives of
Law) to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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