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"This is one of the few books on Montaigne that fuses analytical skill with humane awareness of why
Montaigne matters."—Harold Bloom, Sterling Professor of Humanities, Yale University

"In this exhilarating and learned book on Montaigne's essays, Lawrence D. Kritzman contemporizes the great
writer. Reading him from today's deconstructive America, Kritzman discovers Montaigne always already
deep into a dialogue with Jacques Derrida and psychoanalysis. One cannot but admire this fabulous act of
translation."—Hélène Cixous

"Throughout his career, Lawrence D. Kritzman has demonstrated an intimate knowledge of Montaigne's
essays and an engagement with French philosophy and critical theory. The Fabulous Imagination sheds
precious new light on one of the founders of modern individualism and on his crucial quest for self-
knowledge."—Jean Starobinski, professor emeritus of French literature, University of Geneva

Michel de Montaigne's (1533-1592) Essais was a profound study of human subjectivity. More than three
hundred years before the advent of psychoanalysis, Montaigne embarked on a remarkable quest to see and
imagine the self from a variety of vantages. Through the questions How shall I live? How can I know
myself? he explored the significance of monsters, nightmares, and traumatic memories; the fear of
impotence; the fragility of gender; and the act of anticipating and coping with death. In this book, Lawrence
D. Kritzman traces Montaigne's development of the Western concept of the self. For Montaigne, imagination
lies at the core of an internal universe that influences both the body and the mind. Imagination is essential to
human experience. Although Montaigne recognized that the imagination can confuse the individual, "the
fabulous imagination" can be curative, enabling the mind's "I" to sustain itself in the face of hardship.

Kritzman begins with Montaigne's study of the fragility of gender and its relationship to the peripatetic
movement of a fabulous imagination. He then follows with the essayist's examination of the act of mourning
and the power of the imagination to overcome the fear of death. Kritzman concludes with Montaigne's views
on philosophy, experience, and the connection between self-portraiture, ethics, and oblivion. His reading
demonstrates that the mind's I, as Montaigne envisioned it, sees by imagining that which is not visible, thus
offering an alternative to the logical positivism of our age.
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From reader reviews:

Irvin Ehlers:

Exactly why? Because this The Fabulous Imagination: On Montaigne's Essays is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I
will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Christopher Pipkin:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for
your requirements is The Fabulous Imagination: On Montaigne's Essays this guide consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how do the world
has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer
made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

Joseph Lewis:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in
the top list in your reading list is definitely The Fabulous Imagination: On Montaigne's Essays. This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Marcela Beach:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of book The
Fabulous Imagination: On Montaigne's Essays. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without making
the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most important that, you
must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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