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This concise biography of Stéphane Mallarmé (1842–98) blends an account of the poet’s life with a detailed
analysis of his evolving poetic theory and practice. “A poet on this earth must be uniquely a poet,” he
declared at the age of twenty-two—but what is a poet’s life and what isa poet’s function? In his poems and
prose statements and by the example of his life, Mallarmé provided answers to these questions.

            In Stéphane Mallarmé, Roger Pearson explores the relationship among Mallarmé’s life, his
philosophy, and his writing. To Mallarmé, being a poet consists of a continuous, lifelong investigation of
language and its expressive potential. It represents, argues Pearson, a fundamental response to the
metaphysical mystery of the human condition and the desire to make sense of it for others. A poet turns
everyday banality into prospects of mystery; and a poet, in Mallarmé’s conception, is able to bring all human
beings together in heightened awareness and understanding of the “magnificent act of living.”

This concise and engaging biography tells the story of a fascinating and utterly unique voice in French
poetry, one that was often overshadowed by other Symbolist writers. It is an essential read for students of
literature and nineteenth-century France.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Hall:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. For you
who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Stéphane Mallarmé (Critical Lives) book as
beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Pamela Dudley:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly
feel happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Stéphane Mallarmé
(Critical Lives) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

George Gentry:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Stéphane Mallarmé (Critical Lives), you are able to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours
e-book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Rhonda Lanham:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Stéphane Mallarmé (Critical Lives)
that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over
the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react when it comes
to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you
who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you
are able to pick Stéphane Mallarmé (Critical Lives) become your personal starter.
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