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During the economic boom of the 1990s, art museums expanded dramatically in size, scope, and ambition.
They came to be seen as new civic centers: on the one hand as places of entertainment, leisure, and
commerce, on the other as socially therapeutic institutions. But museums were also criticized for everything
from elitism to looting or illegally exporting works from other countries, to exhibiting works offensive to the
public taste.

Whose Muse? brings together five directors of leading American and British art museums who together offer
a forward-looking alternative to such prevailing views. While their approaches differ, certain themes recur:
As museums have become increasingly complex and costly to manage, and as government support has
waned, the temptation is great to follow policies driven not by a mission but by the market. However, the
directors concur that public trust can be upheld only if museums continue to see their core mission as
building collections that reflect a nation's artistic legacy and providing informed and unfettered access to
them.

The book, based on a lecture series of the same title held in 2000-2001 by the Harvard Program for Art
Museum Directors, also includes an introduction by Cuno and a fascinating--and surprisingly frank--
roundtable discussion among the participating directors. A rare collection of sustained reflections by
prominent museum directors on the current state of affairs in their profession, this book is without equal. It
will be read widely not only by museum professionals, trustees, critics, and scholars, but also by the art-
loving public itself.
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From reader reviews:

Ned Aguayo:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question since just their can do
which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on
jardín de infancia until university need this particular Whose Muse?: Art Museums and the Public Trust to
read.

Caroline Hagemann:

The e-book untitled Whose Muse?: Art Museums and the Public Trust is the guide that recommended to you
you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to anyone. The language
that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation
when write the book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-
book of Whose Muse?: Art Museums and the Public Trust from the publisher to make you much more enjoy
free time.

Ella Carlson:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Whose Muse?: Art Museums and the
Public Trust can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks
have than the others?

Larry Strickland:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know everything
we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This guide Whose Muse?: Art Museums and the Public Trust was filled regarding
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel
enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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