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The term "social science" promises more than its practitioners can deliver: it promises knowledge. This
knowledge is to consist of statements of empirical regularities of such quality as will enhance predictive
power and inform public and private policy. Boundaries of Competence illuminates obstacles to this
aspiration.

Chapter 1 grounds knowledge in perception. Chapter 2 challenges the assumption that ordinary language
necessarily describes reality and reveals the mischief words can do. Chapter 3 proposes a continuum of
perceiving-conceiving involved in different ways of "knowing" worlds. Chapter 4 lays out requirements of
measurement, arguing that assigning numbers to dubious observations gives false assurance that
mathematical manipulations necessarily rep- resent events.

Chapter 5 shows how choice of unit affects the correlations we find in our search for causes. Chapter 6 holds
that, given deficiencies in knowledge and perhaps because of the way Nature works, we assess probabilities
rather than seek certainties. Chapter 7 notes difficulties in counting events that consist of "social facts,"
which "depend on us," and those that refer to "brute facts," that exist independently of us. Chapter 8
criticizes the practice of employing proxies for observations of what we're talking about. In particular, it
demonstrates the error produced by relying on what people say as measure of what they do.

Chapter 9 criticizes ways of explaining conduct by characterizing actors and their acts, and by
"understanding" them through empathy. Chapter 10 discusses the important and never-ending quarrel about
causation. Chapters 11 and 12 argue that in social affairs, decision is regularly torn between doing what is
effective (rational) and doing what is right (moral).

Nettler's writing is crisp, and his argument balanced. He employs research from several disciplines to
challenge ideologically driven descriptions of our condition and explanations of our conduct.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Porter:

The particular book Boundaries of Competence: How Social Studies Makes Feeble Science has a lot details
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read
you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Brian Rankins:

The book untitled Boundaries of Competence: How Social Studies Makes Feeble Science contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this
book because you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it.
Have a nice go through.

Marcella Aragon:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to presently there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring and can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Boundaries of Competence: How Social Studies Makes Feeble
Science can make you feel more interested to read.

Stan Smith:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. Different categories
of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Boundaries of Competence: How Social
Studies Makes Feeble Science.
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