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His role approximated Europe's absolutist rulers of the transitional period between feudalism and capitalism.
Like his Western counterparts, Haile Sellassie introduced a standing army, a permanent bureaucracy, new
forms of taxation, uniform laws, and the mechanisms of a national economy. He also came to control the
landed aristocracy, whose authority he redefined and whose functions he redirected to strengthen his
increasingly centralized state. The emperor supported his programs through more efficient exploitation of the
existing modes of agricultural production, in whose interstices merchant capitalism grew in cooperation with
the ruling elites. Even though the Ethiopian absolutist social formation anticipated a more advanced method
of production, it contained elements of social organization that characterized earlier centralized empires.

As had the Egyptian pharaoh, the Chinese emperor, and the Persian king of kings, Haile Sellassie constructed
a bureaucracy in which talent, skill, achievement, and, above all, loyalty to the ruler counted more than
ethnic or social origins. The emperor's men ensured that the crown received a continuous flow of resources
to maintain the machinery of royal and bureaucratic authority. Together with their patron, "they strove to
concentrate in their own hands, the main centers of power and control in the country"; they codified and
unified law, regularized revenue collection, and standardized administrative practices. The bureaucrats also
helped to portray the ruler as the heir to ancient cultural traditions, whose importance would be strengthened
through his governance. The king and his men fostered belief in ancient prescriptions through educational,
cultural, and religious institutions. Uninterested in any new and secular legitimation base his authority on
traditional or charismatic themes and on the mystification surrounding the monarchy. As this study reveals,
Haile Sellassie built a bureaucratic, absolutist monarchy that related to the world capitalist economy. Yet,
however much such an abstraction helps us to understand the complexities of a period of long personal rule,
it would have meant little to the emperor himself, involved as he was in the daily business of power and
authority. Haile Sellassie viewed himself as the embodiment of Ethiopia's proud sovereignty and
independence. His national vision derived from his early experiences as heir of Ras Makonnen, a military
ruler whose army kept order and whose officers constituted an oligarchy that exploited a polyglot, non-
Christian population. Haile Sellassie naturally regarded this political order as normal and in the best interests
of Ethiopia's peoples. He governed, as had his immediate predecessors, by acting as the country's balancer of
power, a method that worked well in a customary government that mediated between the ruling classes and
the masses. His limited Western education directed him toward change, however, and he introduced modern
institutions whose functions he never clearly understood. He found them useful, however, because they
added to imperial power and to the authority of the central government that acted in the emperor's name.
Haile Sellassie always worked behind the scenes, manipulating actors and events to his advantage. His
political goals were obvious, even if his tactics were concealed. He was always involved, though always
proclaiming his innocence, his inaction, his isolation from events. He never admitted his nature as a
politician but posed as a tool of fate, ready to do God's will or the will of the people. His apparent
noninvolvement in politics only underscores the obscurity in which he maneuvered; the emperor's deft hand
was invariably apparent in retrospect, and his careful planning became as obvious a success. He was such a
good actor, however , that even thoughtful persons never understood the Haile Sellassie was able to educate
a cadre of "Young Ethiopians" to strengthen the central government, to transform Addis Ababa, his
ramshackle capital, into a leading city, and to begin securing Ethiopia's frontiers from encroachment by
adjacent colonial powers. Ever jealous of his country's sovereignty and independence, the emperor also
directed Ethiopia's trade and other activities away from its traditional European partners toward Japan and
America, both of whom he believed supported his country's independence. By so doing, he robbed France of



a good economic reason to protect Ethiopia from Italy; he alienated Great Britain; and he permitted Italy to
contemplate his nation's conquest. Mussolini regarded Ethiopia's progress, especially after 1928, when Haile
Sellassie gained indisputable power, as potentially threatening Somalia and Eritrea and as marking Italy's
failure to transform the Solomonic Empire into a roman colony. During 1930-1932, domestic political
considerations drove him to consider an attack on Ethiopia, and by 1934-1935, the European situation
permitted the aggression. By then, Ethiopia was without allies and without the means to counter the Fascists.
Haile Sellassie learned, as would other leaders, that collective security was the opiate of small, defenseless
countries. Although the emperor would suffer defeat, despair, and exile, he would return in 1941, as a
phoenix, to restore the status quo ante.
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From reader reviews:

Bobbie Wallace:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
are reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult
problem as well as exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Haile Sellassie I: The Formative Years, 1892-
1936 (v. 1).

Wm Schroeder:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Haile Sellassie I: The Formative Years, 1892-1936 (v. 1).
You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the
book Haile Sellassie I: The Formative Years, 1892-1936 (v. 1). You can add information and of course you
can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From
your country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-
book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Shelley Gavin:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just their can do
that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on
guardería until university need this Haile Sellassie I: The Formative Years, 1892-1936 (v. 1) to read.

Carl Johnson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Haile Sellassie I: The Formative Years, 1892-1936 (v. 1), it
is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out
type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading
friends.
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