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When Phyllis Webb published Wilson’s Bowl in 1980, Northrop Frye hailed it as “alandmark in Canadian
literature” : landmark, an event that marks a turning point in something (in this case, Canadian literature); and
an instantly recognized feature of alandscape (in this case, the landscape of Canadian poetry). Wilson’s Bowl
was Webb' s fifth volume of poetry. Three more followed and then she fell silent, turning from literature to
abstract painting.

Peacock Blue compilesin asingle volume all of Webb's published, unpublished, and uncollected works
from awriting career that spanned fifty years. It offers readers the opportunity to relish the arc of Webb’s
entire poetic oeuvre, from the modernist lyricism of her early works, to the groundbreaking volume Naked
Poems (1965), in which Webb created for herself anew minimalist language; from Wilson’s Bowl to what
Douglas Barbour calls “Webb' s loving and subversive engagement with the ghazal” in Water and Light
(1984); and finally to the postmodernist prose poems of Hanging Fire (1990). The concluding section of
Peacock Blue contains almost fifty poems previously uncollected, some of which have never been published
before. It isfull of brilliant but forgotten poems and poetic surprises.

Brenda Carr has suggested that one of Webb's later essays, “Message Machine” (1990), “initiatesare-
reading of her poetics and practice ... Against her anxiety that she is a passive ‘ message machine’ for
masculinist culture ... Webb posits another possibility —‘ cross-dressing.” She theorizes her mimicry of the
mal e persona as analogous to a‘ masquerade’ or ‘ street theatre’ and in so doing reconstructs even her earlier
poems as a performative space in which agency is possible.” The truth of Carr’ sinsight becomes
increasingly apparent to anyone who undertakes to read through Webb' s entire poetic output, gathered
together, at last, in Peacock Blue.
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From reader reviews:
Susan Williams;

In other case, littleindividuals like to read book Peacock Blue: The Collected Poems. Y ou can choose the
best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book Peacock Blue:
The Collected Poems. Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or
abroad you can be known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In thisera,
you can open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when you feel
bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Shirley Jones:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride
on and with addition details. Even you love Peacock Blue: The Collected Poems, you could enjoy both. Itis
good combination right, you still want to missit? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh serioudly its mind
hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Helen Perez;

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Peacock Blue: The
Collected Poems that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
practice al over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they
react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man
or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you are able to pick Peacock Blue: The Collected Poems become your starter.

Tania Hansen:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Peacock Blue: The Collected Poems reserve
written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone
who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill
only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Peacock Blue: The Collected Poems as good
book but not only by the cover but also from the content. Thisis one reserve that can break don't assess book
by itsinclude, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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