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William Blake once wrote that "The road of excess leads to the palace of wisdom." Inspired by these poetic
terms, Jeffrey J. Kripal reveals how the works of scholars of mysticism are often rooted in their own mystical
experiences, "roads of excess," which can both lead to important insights into these scholars' works and point
us to our own "palaces of wisdom."

In his new book, Kripal addresses the twentieth-century study of mysticism as a kind of mystical tradition in
its own right, with its own unique histories, discourses, sociological dynamics, and rhetorics of secrecy.
Fluidly combining autobiography and biography with scholarly exploration, Kripal takes us on a tour of
comparative mystical thought by examining the lives and works of five major historians of
mysticism—Evelyn Underhill, Louis Massignon, R. C. Zaehner, Agehananda Bharati, and Elliot
Wolfson—as well as relating his own mystical experiences. The result, Kripal finds, is seven "palaces of
wisdom": the religious power of excess, the necessity of distance in the study of mysticism, the relationship
between the mystical and art, the dilemmas of male subjectivity and modern heterosexuality, a call for
ethical criticism, the paradox of the insider-outsider problem in the study of religion, and the magical power
of texts and their interpretation.

An original and penetrating analysis of modern scholarship and scholars of mysticism, Roads of Excess,
Palaces of Wisdom is also a persuasive demonstration of the way this scholarly activity is itself a mystical
phenomenon.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Bennington:

Here thing why that Roads of Excess, Palaces of Wisdom: Eroticism and Reflexivity in the Study of
Mysticism are different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends
in the content of it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Roads of Excess, Palaces of Wisdom:
Eroticism and Reflexivity in the Study of Mysticism giving you information deeper as different ways, you
can find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with Roads of Excess, Palaces of Wisdom:
Eroticism and Reflexivity in the Study of Mysticism. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up
your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened
around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your technique home by train.
When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Roads of Excess, Palaces
of Wisdom: Eroticism and Reflexivity in the Study of Mysticism in e-book can be your alternative.

Melinda Miller:

The guide untitled Roads of Excess, Palaces of Wisdom: Eroticism and Reflexivity in the Study of
Mysticism is the publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book
content that will be shown to an individual. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of research when write the book, to ensure the information that they
share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Roads of Excess,
Palaces of Wisdom: Eroticism and Reflexivity in the Study of Mysticism from the publisher to make you
more enjoy free time.

James Rohrbach:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Roads of Excess, Palaces of Wisdom: Eroticism
and Reflexivity in the Study of Mysticism, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Roberta Haile:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Roads of Excess, Palaces of
Wisdom: Eroticism and Reflexivity in the Study of Mysticism that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly



that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success
person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick Roads of Excess,
Palaces of Wisdom: Eroticism and Reflexivity in the Study of Mysticism become your own starter.
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