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A portrait of the artist as a young woman. A novel about not just discovering but inventing oneself.

The year is 1995, and email is new. Selin, the daughter of Turkish immigrants, arrives for her freshman year
at Harvard. She signs up for classes in subjects she has never heard of, befriends her charismatic and worldly
Serbian classmate, Svetlana, and, almost by accident, begins corresponding with Ivan, an older mathematics
student from Hungary. Selin may have barely spoken to Ivan, but with each email they exchange, the act of
writing seems to take on new and increasingly mysterious meanings. 
 
At the end of the school year, Ivan goes to Budapest for the summer, and Selin heads to the Hungarian
countryside, to teach English in a program run by one of Ivan's friends. On the way, she spends two weeks
visiting Paris with Svetlana. Selin's summer in Europe does not resonate with anything she has previously
heard about the typical experiences of American college students, or indeed of any other kinds of people. For
Selin, this is a journey further inside herself: a coming to grips with the ineffable and exhilarating confusion
of first love, and with the growing consciousness that she is doomed to become a writer.

With superlative emotional and intellectual sensitivity, mordant wit, and pitch-perfect style, Batuman
dramatizes the uncertainty of life on the cusp of adulthood. Her prose is a rare and inimitable combination of
tenderness and wisdom; its logic as natural and inscrutable as that of memory itself. The Idiot is a heroic yet
self-effacing reckoning with the terror and joy of becoming a person in a world that is as intoxicating as it is
disquieting. Batuman's fiction is unguarded against both life's affronts and its beauty--and has at its
command the complete range of thinking and feeling which they entail.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Hand:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Idiot.

Kerry Diaz:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Idiot. All type of
book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Troy Riley:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and The Idiot or even others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and
more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put
their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Idiot to make your
spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Lawrence Scuderi:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The Idiot can make you experience more interested to read.
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