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Of the thousands of people who escaped through the Pyrenees during World War II, at least one hundred
owe their lives to a daring scheme that Belgian Charles Schepens masterminded in Mendive, a remote
Basque village near the French-Spanish border. The story of this near-miraculous resistance effort, an epic
undertaking carried out in plain view of the Nazis, is recounted in full for the first time in The Surgeon and
the Shepherd, an incredible, true tale of wartime heroism.

In 1942, in coordination with the Belgian resistance, Schepens stage-managed a highly secret information
and evacuation service through the counterfeit operation of a back-country lumbering enterprise. This book
traces Schepens’s gradual transformation from an apolitical young ophthalmologist into double agent
“Jacques Pérot,” and his emergence in the postwar period as a modern folk hero to the residents of Mendive.
Woven into the account are the stories of a remarkable international cast of characters, most notably the
Basque shepherd Jean Sarochar, regarded as a local misfit, with whom Schepens formed his most unlikely
partnership and an enduring friendship.

Part biography, part spy tale, part cultural study, The Surgeon and the Shepherd is based on more than ten
years of oral history research. The saga of a Belgian “first resister” who, by posing as a collaborator,
successfully duped both the Germans and the local French Basque population, it offers a powerful and
illuminating picture of moral and physical courage.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Schmitt:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Surgeon and the
Shepherd: Two Resistance Heroes in Vichy France is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Joni Thompson:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own
personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out look for book,
may be the reserve untitled The Surgeon and the Shepherd: Two Resistance Heroes in Vichy France can be
great book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Jennifer Lorenzo:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving The Surgeon and the
Shepherd: Two Resistance Heroes in Vichy France that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know
world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for
the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you could pick The Surgeon and the Shepherd: Two Resistance Heroes in Vichy
France become your own starter.

Richard Jimenez:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The The Surgeon and the Shepherd: Two Resistance Heroes in Vichy France provide you with a new
experience in looking at a book.
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