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In this book Ralph Schoolcraft explores the extraordinary career of the modern French author, film director,
and diplomat—a romantic and tragic figure whose fictions extended well beyond his books. Born Roman
Kacew, he overcame an impoverished boyhood to become a French Resistance hero and win the coveted
Goncourt Prize under the pseudonym—and largely invented persona—Romain Gary. Although he published
such acclaimed works as The Roots of Heaven and Promise at Dawn, the Gaullist traditions that he defended
in the world of French letters fell from favor, and his critical fortunes suffered at the hands of a hostile press.
Schoolcraft details Gary's frustrated struggle to evolve as a writer in the eye of a public that now considered
him a known quantity. Identifying the daring strategies used by this mysterious character as he undertook an
elaborate scheme to reach a new readership, Schoolcraft offers new insight into the dynamics of authorship
and fame within the French literary institutions.

In the early 1970s Gary made his departure from the conservative literary establishment, publishing works
that boasted a quirky, elliptical style under a variety of pseudonymous personae, the most successful of
which was that of an Algerian immigrant by the name of Emile Ajar. Moving behind the mask of his new
creation, Gary was able to win critical and popular acclaim and a second Goncourt in 1975. But as
Schoolcraft suggests, Gary may have "sold his shadow"—that is, lost his authorial persona—by marketing
himself too effectively. Going so far as to recruit a cousin to stand in as the public face of this phantom
author, Gary kept the secret of his true authorship until his violent death in 1980 from a self-inflicted gunshot
wound. The press reacted with resentment over the scheme, and he was shunned into the ranks of literary
oddities.

Schoolcraft draws from archives of the several thousand documents related to Gary housed at the French
publishing firms of Gallimard and Mercure de France, as well as the Butler Library at Columbia University.
Exploring the depths of a story that has long remained shrouded in mystery, Romain Gary: The Man Who
Sold His Shadow is as much a fascinating biographical sketch as it is a thought-provoking reflection on the
assumptions made about identities in the public sphere.
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From reader reviews:

Tim Simmons:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or all their
friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside the park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your current free
time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that
you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to consider look for book, may be
the book untitled Romain Gary: The Man Who Sold His Shadow (Critical Authors and Issues) can be fine
book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Megan Fairbanks:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Romain Gary: The Man Who Sold His Shadow
(Critical Authors and Issues) e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty
Romain Gary: The Man Who Sold His Shadow (Critical Authors and Issues) as good book not merely by the
cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do you still
needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Roberta Bourland:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Romain Gary: The Man
Who Sold His Shadow (Critical Authors and Issues) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's find.

Lisa Vazquez:

This Romain Gary: The Man Who Sold His Shadow (Critical Authors and Issues) is fresh way for you who
has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Romain Gary:
The Man Who Sold His Shadow (Critical Authors and Issues) can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form
and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form
make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this



e-book style for your better life and knowledge.
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