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When Broadway Was the Runway explores the central and largely unacknowledged role of commercial
Broadway theater in the birth of modern American fashion and consumer culture. Long before Hollywood's
red carpet spectacles, Broadway theater introduced American women to the latest styles. At the beginning of
the twentieth century, theater impresarios captured the imagination of their largely female patrons by
transforming the stage into a glorious site of consumer spectacle.

Theater historian Marlis Schweitzer examines how these impresarios presented the dresses actresses wore
onstage, as well asthe jewelry and hairstyles they chose, as commodities that were available for purchasein
nearby department stores and salons. The Merry Widow Hat, designed for the hit operetta of the same name,
sparked an international craze, and the dancer Irene Castle became a fashion celebrity when she anticipated
the flapper look of the 1920s by nearly a decade. Not only were the latest styles onstage, but advertisements
appeared throughout theaters, in programs, and on the curtains, while magazines such as Vogue vied for the
rights to publish theatrical costume sketches and Harper's Bazaar enticed readers with photo spreads of
actresses in couture. This combination of spectatorship and consumption was a crucial step in the formation
of amass market for consumer goods and the rise of the cult of celebrity.

Through historical analysis and dozens of early photographs and illustrations, Schweitzer aims a spotlight at
the cultural and economic convergence of the theater and fashion industries in the United States.
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From reader reviews:
Muriel Carpenter:

This When Broadway Was the Runway: Theater, Fashion, and American Culture book isjust not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is
usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an
individual read alot of information you will get. This kind of When Broadway Was the Runway: Theater,
Fashion, and American Culture without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry When Broadway Was the Runway: Theater, Fashion, and
American Culture can bring any time you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be
full because you can haveit in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This When Broadway Was the Runway:
Theater, Fashion, and American Culture having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will
not sense uninterested in reading.

Bar bara Jackson:

This When Broadway Was the Runway: Theater, Fashion, and American Culture tend to be reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this When Broadway Was the
Runway: Theater, Fashion, and American Culture can be one of many great books you must have will be
giving you more than just simple examining food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this When Broadway Was the Runway:
Theater, Fashion, and American Culture forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
and luxuriate in reading.

Zandra Woods:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you alot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this When Broadway Was the Runway: Theater, Fashion, and American Culture, you can tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading
apublication.

John Almanzar:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that



usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not experiencetired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition info. Even you love When Broadway Was the Runway: Theater, Fashion, and
American Culture, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still want to missit? What kind of
hang-out type isit? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called
reading friends.
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