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Although largely sympathetic to Freud's clinical achievement, the existentialists criticized Freudian
metapsychology as inappropriate to a truly humanistic psychology. Gerald Izenberg evaluates the critique of
Freud in the work of two existential philosophers, Martin Heidegger and Jean-Paul Sartre, and two
existential psychiatrists, Ludwig Binswanger and Medard Boss.

His book interprets the relationship of psychoanalysis and existentialism and traces the history of a crisis in
the European rationalist tradition. The author unveils the positivist foundations of Freud's theory of meaning
and discusses the reactions it provoked in the work of Binswanger, Boss, and Sartre. Probing beneath the
methodological dispute, he shows that the argument involved a challenge to the conception of the self that
had dominated European thought since the Enlightenment. Existentialism, reflecting the turmoil of the inter-
war and post-war years, furnished a theory of motivation better able to account for Freud's clinical data than
his own rationalist metapsychology. This theory made problematic the existentialist idea of authenticity and
freedom, however, and so the attempt to provide a substitute ethic and concept of mental health ended in
failure, although in the process the basic questions were posed that must be answered in any modern social
theory.

Originally published in 1976.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Taylor:

This book untitled The Existentialist Critique of Freud: The Crisis of Autonomy (Princeton Legacy Library)
to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get
a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it through online.
The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Yvonne Wagner:

Often the book The Existentialist Critique of Freud: The Crisis of Autonomy (Princeton Legacy Library) will
bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In
case you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Existentialist
Critique of Freud: The Crisis of Autonomy (Princeton Legacy Library) is much recommended to you to
learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Clarence Ross:

The guide with title The Existentialist Critique of Freud: The Crisis of Autonomy (Princeton Legacy Library)
has lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. That book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you with new era
of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Nicolas Olsen:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of
news. In this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just looking for the The Existentialist Critique of Freud: The Crisis of Autonomy (Princeton
Legacy Library) when you needed it?
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