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Joseph Needham's Science and Civilisation in China is a monumental piece of scholarship which breaks new
ground in presenting to the Western reader a detailed and coherent account of the development of science,
technology and medicine in China from the earliest times until the advent of the Jesuits and the beginnings of
modern science in the late seventeenth century. It is a vast work, necessarily more suited to the scholar and
research worker than the general reader. This paperback version, abridged and re-written by Colin Ronan,
makes this extremely important study accessible to a wider public. The present book covers the material
treated in volumes I and II of Dr Needham's original work. The reader is introduced to the country of China,
its history, geography and language, and an account is given of how scientific knowledge travelled between
China and Europe. The major part of the book is then devoted to the history of scientific thought in China
itself. Beginning with ancient times, it describes the milieu in which arose the schools of the Confucians,
Taoists, Mohists, Logicians and Legalists. We are thus brought on to the fundamental ideas which dominated
scientific thinking in the Chinese Middle Ages, to the doctrines of the Two Forces (Yin and Yang) and the
Five Elements (wu hsing), to the impact of the sceptical tradition and Buddhist and Neo-Confucian thought.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Hegland:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like studying
a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this The Shorter Science and Civilisation in China: Volume 1.

Maureen Jones:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline The Shorter
Science and Civilisation in China: Volume 1 suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known
writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Shorter Science and Civilisation in China: Volume 1is the
main one of several books in which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the
world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world on this book.

Vivian Obrien:

The Shorter Science and Civilisation in China: Volume 1 can be one of your nice books that are good idea.
We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer
giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Shorter Science and
Civilisation in China: Volume 1 yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Jessica Rodriguez:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and The Shorter Science and Civilisation in
China: Volume 1 as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those books are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science
e-book, any other book likes The Shorter Science and Civilisation in China: Volume 1 to make your spare
time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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