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Behaving presents an overview of the recent history and methodology of behavioral genetics and psychiatric
genetics, informed by a philosophical perspective. Kenneth F. Schaffner addresses a wide range of issues,
including genetic reductionism and determinism, "free will," and quantitative and molecular genetics. The
latter covers newer genome-wide association studies (GWAS) that have produced a paradigm shift in the
subject, and generated the problem of "missing heritability." Schaffner also presents cases involving pro and
con arguments for genetic testing for IQ and for Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD).

Schaffner examines the nature-nurture controversy and Developmental Systems Theory using C. elegans or
"worm" studies as a test case, concluding that genes are special and provide powerful tools, including "deep
homology," for investigating behavior. He offers a novel account of biological knowledge emphasizing the
importance of models, mechanisms, pathways, and networks, which clarifies how partial reductions provide
explanations of traits and disorders.

The book also includes examinations of personality genetics and of schizophrenia and its etiology, alongside
interviews with prominent researchers in the area, and discusses debates about psychosis that led to changes
in the DSM-5 in 2013.

Schaffner concludes by discussing additional philosophical implications of the genetic analyses in the book,
some major worries about "free will," and arguments pro and con about why genes and DNA are so special.
Though genes are special, newer perspectives presented in this book will be needed for progress in
behavioral genetics- perspectives that situate genes in complex multilevel prototypic pathways and networks.
With a mix of optimism and pessimism about the state of the field and the subject, Schaffner's book will be
of interest to scholars in the history and philosophy of science, medicine, and psychiatry.
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From reader reviews:

Marisa Reber:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How people have to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Behaving: What's Genetic, What's Not,
and Why Should We Care? book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the info in this
book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Catherine Taylor:

The feeling that you get from Behaving: What's Genetic, What's Not, and Why Should We Care? may be the
more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Behaving: What's Genetic, What's Not, and Why
Should We Care? giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way
that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go
together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this
Behaving: What's Genetic, What's Not, and Why Should We Care? instantly.

Hermelinda Anthony:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Behaving:
What's Genetic, What's Not, and Why Should We Care? suitable to you? The actual book was written by
well-known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Behaving: What's Genetic, What's Not, and Why
Should We Care?is the main one of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired
many people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of
the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. So that you
can see the represented of the world within this book.

Margaret Watt:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of
us novel, comics, and also soon. The Behaving: What's Genetic, What's Not, and Why Should We Care? will
give you a new experience in reading a book.
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