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"Thisisnot ahistory of flight. Nor even of ballooning. It is the story of one small, courageous, stubborn,
stylish, and ultimately tragic man. It is not so much a story of science as a story of dreams" (from the
Author's Note). It was for Alberto Santos-Dumont, who could not check his pocket watch because he was
using both hands to steer the balloon, that Louis Cartier, in 1901, created the first wristwatch. The youngest
son of aBrazilian millionaire, he grew up on an isolated coffee plantation devouring (and believing) the
novels of Jules Verne. By the age of eighteen, he wasliving in Paris, at the height of the Belle Epoque, heir
to a huge fortune and determined to make his dreams of flying come true. A renowned playboy, dining at
Maxim's nightly and setting new styles in fashion, he at first frequently crashed his yellow silk airshipsinto
the trees of wealthy friends, such as the Rothchilds, who would set up champagne lunches for him to enjoy
during repairs. But soon he was winning prestigious prizes and being hailed as "the conqueror of the air."
Internationally acclaimed as the first man to fly, he was feted for several yearsin Europe and America--
where he was received at the White House by Teddy Roosevelt--before learning that the Wright Brothers,
whose early efforts had been discounted, had actually preceded him. "Man Flies' tells the tragic, glamorous
story of Alberto Santos-Dumont's career, and later illness, and how this brilliant, colorful, and eccentric
pioneer slipped through the cracks of aviation history while his inventions and imagination continue to
inspireit. "Man Flies" includes black-and-white photographs throughout, an illustrated chronology of the
airships, a chronology of thelife of Santos-Dumont, and an illustrated glossary of ballooning terms.
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From reader reviews:
Rocio Linville:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant matter to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Man Flies will make you to end up
being smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you
think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It isfar from make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Jillian Diaz:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the erathat is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Man Fliesis our recommendation so you
keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Jeffrey David:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you haveread is
definitely Man Flies.

Leon King:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usualy prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Man Flies that give your fun
preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior al over the world can be said as the
opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly
that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to possibly be success
person. So, for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Man Flies
become your own starter.
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