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In the mold of his acclaimed History of Beauty, renowned cultural critic Umberto Eco’s On Ugliness is an
exploration of the monstrous and the repellant in visual culture and the arts. What is the voyeuristic impulse
behind our attraction to the gruesome and the horrible? Where does the magnetic appeal of the sordid and the
scandalous come from? Is ugliness also in the eye of the beholder? Eco’s encyclopedic knowledge and
captivating storytelling skills combine in this ingenious study of the Ugly, revealing that what we often
shield ourselves from and shun in everyday life is what we’re most attracted to subliminally. Topics range
from Milton’s Satan to Goethe’s Mephistopheles; from witchcraft and medieval torture tactics to martyrs,
hermits, and penitents; from lunar births and disemboweled corpses to mythic monsters and sideshow freaks;
and from Decadentism and picturesque ugliness to the tacky, kitsch, and camp, and the aesthetics of excess
and vice. With abundant examples of painting and sculpture ranging from ancient Greek amphorae to Bosch,
Brueghel, and Goya among others, and with quotations from the most celebrated writers and philosophers of
each age, this provocative discussion explores in-depth the concepts of evil, depravity, and darkness in art
and literature.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Green:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important for people. The book On Ugliness was making you to know
about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The
book On Ugliness is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using
book On Ugliness. You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Goldie Oleary:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them
is this On Ugliness.

Clarine Davidson:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you study a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, because book has a
lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The On Ugliness offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Claudia Chittum:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this guide. This On Ugliness is simple to bring you can
read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual
printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the
particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.
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