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Do numbers, sets, and so forth, exist? What do mathematical statements mean? Arethey literally true or
false, or do they lack truth values altogether? Addressing questions that have attracted lively debate in recent
years, Stewart Shapiro contends that standard realist and antirealist accounts of mathematics are both
problematic.

As Benacerraf first noted, we are confronted with the following powerful dilemma. The desired continuity
between mathematical and, say, scientific language suggests realism, but realism in this context suggests
seemingly intractable epistemic problems. Asaway out of this dilemma, Shapiro articulates a structuralist
approach. On this view, the subject matter of arithmetic, for example, is not afixed domain of numbers
independent of each other, but rather is the natural number structure, the pattern common to any system of
objects that has an initial object and successor relation satisfying the induction principle. Using this
framework, realism in mathematics can be preserved without troublesome epistemic consequences.

Shapiro concludes by showing how a structuralist approach can be applied to wider philosophical questions
such as the nature of an "object" and the Quinean nature of ontological commitment. Clear, compelling, and
tautly argued, Shapiro's work, noteworthy both in its attempt to develop a full-length structuralist approach
to mathematics and to trace its emergence in the history of mathematics, will be of deep interest to both
philosophers and mathematicians.
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Huff:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students since they're still students or the ideafor all peoplein
the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't desire do that. Y ou must know how great and important the book Philosophy of Mathematics: Structure
and Ontology. All type of book isit possible to see on many sources. Y ou can look for the internet options or
other social media.

Noah Gardner:

Now aday folkswho Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each datathey get. How people have to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading abook. Looking at a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Philosophy of Mathematics. Structure
and Ontology book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this
book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Juana Rumme:

Philosophy of Mathematics: Structure and Ontology can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All
of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
writer giving higher effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Philosophy of
Mathematics: Structure and Ontology nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest
in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information may
drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Richard Lawrence:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic asin
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Philosophy of Mathematics: Structure and Ontology why
because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly assist
you to pick up this book.
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