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2012 Reprint of 1913 Edition. Exact facsimile of the original edition, not reproduced with Optical
Recognition Software. "Tantra" is the name scholars give to a style of religious ritual and meditation that
arose in medieval India no later than the fifth century, and which came to influence all forms of Asian
religious expression to a greater or lesser degree. Strictly speaking, this usage of the word "tantra" is a
scholarly invention, but it is justifiable on the basis of the fact that the scriptures that present these practices
are generally known as "tantras", regardless of which religion they belong to. The historical significance of
the Tantric method lies in the fact that it impacted every major Asian religion extant in the early medieval
period (c. 500 - 1200 CE): thus Shaivism, Buddhism, Vaishnavism, and Jainism all developed a well-
documented body of Tantric practices and related doctrines. Its influence spread far outside of India, into
Tibet, Nepal, China, Japan, Cambodia, Vietnam, and Indonesia. Today, it is Tibetan Buddhism and various
forms of Hinduism that show the strongest Tantric influence, as well as the international postural yoga
movement and most forms of American alternative spirituality grouped under the New Age rubric. Defined
primarily as a technique-rich style of spiritual practice, Tantra has no single coherent doctrine; rather, it
developed different teachings in connection with the different religions that adopted the Tantric method.
These teachings tended to support and validate the practices of Tantra, which in their classical form are more
oriented to the married householder than the monastic or solitary renunciant, and thus exhibited what may be
called a world-embracing rather than a world-denying character. Thus Tantra, especially in its nondual
forms, rejected the renunciant values of Patanjalian yoga, offering instead a vision of the whole of reality as
the self-expression of a single, free and blissful Divine Consciousness under whatever name, whether ?iva or
Buddha-nature. Since the world was viewed as real, not illusory, this doctrine was a significant innovation
over and against previous Indian philosophies, which tended to picture the Divine as absolutely transcendent
and/or the world as illusion. The practical consequence of this view was that not only could householders
aspire to spiritual liberation in the Tantric system, they were the type of practitioner that most Tantric
manuals had in mind. Furthermore, since Tantra dissolved the dichotomy of spiritual versus mundane,
practitioners could entail every aspect of their daily lives into their spiritual growth process, seeking to
realize the transcendent in the immanent. Though the vast majority of scriptural Tantric teachings are not
concerned with sexuality, in the popular imagination the term tantra and the notion of superlative sex are
indelibly linked. This error probably arose from the fact that some of the more radical nondual schools taught
a form of sexual ritual as a way of entering into intensified and expanded states of awareness and dissolving
mind-created boundaries.
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From reader reviews:

Deana Smith:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Tantra of the Great Liberation
[Mahanirvana Tantra] is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Michael Patterson:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Tantra of the Great Liberation [Mahanirvana Tantra] your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word
written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get prior to. The
Tantra of the Great Liberation [Mahanirvana Tantra] giving you yet another experience more than blown
away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished
reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Vincent Olson:

The book untitled Tantra of the Great Liberation [Mahanirvana Tantra] contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The
author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this book because you can
please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a
nice examine.

Terry McConnell:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Tantra of the Great Liberation [Mahanirvana
Tantra] can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your
free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have
than the others?
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