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It is hard to believe that such an iconic brand as Barefoot Wines began as a start-up in a laundry room of a
rented farmhouse in the Sonoma County hills. Even more surprising is that the people who started it were
just an average business couple, Michael Houlihan and Bonnie Harvey, with no money and no real
knowledge about the wine industry. 
-
The part that isn't a surprise is that, because of their lack of experience, and because the wine business is one
massively complicated industry, they ran into difficulties and setbacks that regularly put the brand near death
in the first two decades. What kept it going was an unshakable belief in Barefoot's potential, Michael's and
Bonnie's use of universal business principles, and their never-say-die outlook despite facing one seemingly
insurmountable hurdle after another. Those hardships, that hustle, and their heart, are the essence of the
Barefoot Spirit.
-
For years, Michael and Bonnie, the Barefoot Wine founders, have been asked to write a book about how this
brand got started and became a best seller. "The Barefoot Spirit," the New York Times Bestselling Business
Paperback, traces that history and tells the story of how an unknown novelty wine became an American icon.
It chronicles the unlikely events that made it possible, and it lays out the cornerstone business and lifestyle
philosophies that made it, ultimately, an enduring success. By the time they sold the brand to E&J Gallo in
2005, they'd won a ton of awards and helped transform an entire industry from stuffy and intimidating to fun,
casual, and socially aware. 
-
The Barefoot Spirit is not a dry business text. The lessons are cheerfully woven into a twenty-year business
adventure story that's inspiring, amazing, and entertaining. It's a case study, an idea book, an uncommon
peek behind the curtain of the wine business, and a snapshot of the American spirit, West Coast style.
-
The book was written by award-winning journalist Rick Kushman after hundreds of hours of research and
interviews with Michael, Bonnie, and many others.
-
This book is a testament to the American Entrepreneurial Spirit of resourcefulness, imagination, innovation,
and out-of-the-box thinking. 
-
The Barefoot Spirit is an inspirational guidebook for anyone in business and a great read for everyone who
loves a rags-to-riches story. Filled with encouragement, inspiration, and empowerment, including:

* How Michael and Bonnie used Worthy Cause Marketing instead of traditional advertising
* How they used boot-strapping instead of conventional financing 
* The surprising advantages of being small and broke
* How creating a fun, yet hardworking positive company culture encourages innovative leadership 
* How making mistakes the right way builds your business and saves essential relationships
* Why attitude and determination trumps knowledge and experience
-



If you like wine, the wine country, or a story about how a plucky little winery transformed an industry, if you
want to know what it takes to really succeed in the face of adversity, if you want to know how to use your
core beliefs to build a national brand, then "The Barefoot Spirit" is for you.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Allen:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Barefoot Spirit: How
Hardship, Hustle, and Heart Built America's #1 Wine Brand is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

James Boyett:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Barefoot Spirit: How Hardship, Hustle, and Heart Built America's #1 Wine Brand your brain will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be
your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a book then become one application form
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The The Barefoot Spirit: How
Hardship, Hustle, and Heart Built America's #1 Wine Brand giving you another experience more than blown
away your mind but also giving you useful information for your better life in this era. So now let us teach
you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at
it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Matthew White:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Barefoot Spirit: How Hardship, Hustle,
and Heart Built America's #1 Wine Brand publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism The
Barefoot Spirit: How Hardship, Hustle, and Heart Built America's #1 Wine Brand as good book not merely
by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its protect,
so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Josephine Draughn:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of
news. On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just trying to find the The Barefoot Spirit: How Hardship, Hustle, and Heart Built America's #1 Wine



Brand when you necessary it?
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