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Why did the French Revolution, informed by Enlightenment principles of liberty, equality, and fraternity,
end in the Great Reign of Terror? How could once moral citizens transform themselves into bloodthirsty
"guillotine cannibals' bent on slaughtering their political opponents? For generations, these questions have
mystified historians. Until now. In Citizens and Cannibals, noted scholar Eli Sagan argues that France's
failed evolution into a modern state introduced to the world a previously unknown scourge with catastrophic
consequences: ideological terror.

France's passage into social and political modernity held for its citizens both great promise and great anxiety.
Sagan analyzes this anxiety and demonstrates why the ensuing ideological terror is common to many
societies in transition, including the transformations of Weimar to Nazi Germany, Czarist to Soviet Russia,
and agrarian to Communist China. While the French Revolution may have introduced ideological terror to
the world, Sagan makesiit clear that Hitler, Stalin, and other dictators have perpetuated its existence time
after time. In fact, Sagan concludes that the seeds of ideological terror remain present in all modernizing
societies, at all times, and if given the proper conditions they will germinate in avery predictable way.
Asin his previous books, Sagan explores the past to illuminate the political strengths and moral
shortcomings of all democratic societies, past, present, and future. With this brilliant new analysis of the
French Revolution, he reminds us once again that the past can still teach us a great deal about our modern
predicament?specifically, why al political progress must come at grave cost. Citizens and Cannibalsis a
rigorous work of history and profound psychological insight that offers readers the most comprehensive
explanation of the great ambiguities and contradictions of the modern world.
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From reader reviews:
Bonnie Mentzer:

Here thing why this Citizens & Cannibals: The French Revolution, the Struggle for Modernity, and the
Origins of Ideologica Terror are different and dependable to be yours. First of al studying abook is good
but it depends in the content of it which isthe content is as delicious as food or not. Citizens & Cannibals:
The French Revolution, the Struggle for Modernity, and the Origins of Ideological Terror giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that
similar with Citizens & Cannibals: The French Revolution, the Struggle for Modernity, and the Origins of
Ideological Terror. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your persona eyes about the thing
in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. Y ou can easily bring
everywhere likein park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. Should you be having difficulties
in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Citizens & Cannibals: The French Revolution, the Struggle for
Modernity, and the Origins of Ideological Terror in e-book can be your alternative.

Ariane Gray:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world redlly likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you alot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of a number of waysto share
the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Citizens & Cannibals: The French Revolution, the Struggle for Modernity, and the Origins of Ideological
Terror, you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a publication.

Sarah McClain:

Y ou could spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Citizens & Cannibals: The
French Revolution, the Struggle for Modernity, and the Origins of Ideological Terror issimpleto bring you
canread it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space
to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. Y ou can save the
actual book in your smart phone. And so there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Bradford Bryant:

Beside this specific Citizens & Cannibals: The French Revolution, the Struggle for Modernity, and the
Origins of Ideological Terror in your phone, it might give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't always
be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Citizens &



Cannibals: The French Revolution, the Struggle for Modernity, and the Origins of |deological Terror because
this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's
facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
miss that? Find this book aswell asread it from right now!
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