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In James Madison and the Making of America, historian Kevin Gutzman looks beyond the way James
Madison is traditionally seen—as "The Father of the Constitution"—to find a more complex and sometimes
contradictory portrait of thisinfluential Founding Father and the ways in which he influenced the spirit of
today's United States. Instead of an idealized portrait of Madison, Gutzman treats listeners to the flesh-and-
blood story of a man who often performed his founding deeds in spite of himself: Madison's fame rests on
his participation in the writing of The Federalist Papers and his role in drafting the Bill of Rights and
Constitution.Today, his contribution to those documentsis largely misunderstood. Madison thought that the
Bill of Rights was unnecessary and insisted that it not be included in the Constitution, a document he found
entirely inadequate and predicted would soon fail. He helped to create the first American political party, the
first party to call itself "Republican”, but only after he had argued that political parties, in general, were
harmful. Madison served as Secretary of State and then as President during the early years of the United
States and the War of 1812; however, the American foreign policy he implemented in 1801-1817 ultimately
resulted in the British burning down the Capitol and the White House.In so many ways, the contradictions
both in Madison's thinking and in the way he governed foreshadowed the conflicted state of our Union now.
His greatest |legacy—the disestablishment of Virginias state church and adoption of the libertarian Virginia
Statute for Religious Freedom—is often omitted from discussion of his career. Y et, understanding the way
in which Madison saw the relationship between the church and state is key to understanding the real man.
Kevin Gutzman's James Madison and the Making of America promises to become the standard biography of
our fourth President.
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From reader reviews:
Ruth Nicholson:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by ae-
book. Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve James Madison and the Making of
Americawill make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal
book with you?

Holly Sheehan:

Here thing why that James Madison and the Making of America are different and reliable to be yours. First
of all studying a book is good however it dependsin the content of the usb ports which isthe content is as
yummy as food or not. James Madison and the Making of America giving you information deeper including
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no book that similar with James Madison and
the Making of America. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own persona eyes about the
thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be having
difficultiesin bringing the branded book maybe the form of James Madison and the Making of Americain e-
book can be your option.

William Henslee:

Exactly why? Because this James Madison and the Making of Americais an unordinary book that the inside
of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading
this book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content
inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you alot of
gains than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So, still
want to hesitate having that book? If | were you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Adam Carter:

Isit anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This James Madison and the Making of America can be the
reply, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your extratime by reading in
this new erais common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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