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Around the world and throughout history, in cultures as diverse as ancient Mesopotamia and modern
America, human beings have been compelled by belief in gods and devel oped complex religions around
them. But why? What makes belief in supernatural beings so widespread? And why are the gods of so many
different people so similar in nature? This provocative book explains the origins and persistence of religious
ideas by looking through the lens of science at the common structures and functions of human thought.

The first general introduction to the "cognitive science of religion,” Minds and Gods presents the magjor
themes, theories, and thinkers involved in this revolutionary new approach to human religiosity. Arguing that
we cannot understand what we think until we first understand how we think, the book sets out to study the
evolutionary forces that modeled the modern human mind and continue to shape our ideas and actions today.
Todd Tremlin details many of the adapted features of the brain -- illustrating their operation with examples
of everyday human behavior -- and shows how mental endowments inherited from our ancestral past |ead
many people to naturally entertain religiousideas. In short, belief in gods and the social formation of religion
have their genesisin biology, in powerful cognitive processes that all humans share.

In the course of illuminating the nature of religion, this book also sheds light on human nature: why we think
we do the things we do and how the reasons for these things are so often hidden from view. This discussion
ranges broadly across recent scientific findings in areas such as pal eocanthropology, primate studies,
evolutionary psychology, early brain development, and cultural transmission. While these subjects are
complex, the story istold here in aconversational style that is engaging, jargon free, and accessible to all
readers. With Minds and Gods, Tremlin offers a roadmap to afascinating and growing field of study, one
that is sure to generate interest and debate and provide readers with a better understanding of themselves and
their beliefs.
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From reader reviews:
Willie Davis:

In other case, little people like to read book Minds and Gods: The Cognitive Foundations of Religion. You
can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any
book Minds and Gods: The Cognitive Foundations of Religion. Y ou can add information and of course you
can around the world with abook. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything!
From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open abook aswell as searching by internet gadget.
Itiscaled e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

CharlesCarey:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are alot of reasons why people likeit. First reading areserve will give you alot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of many waysto
share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Minds and Gods: The Cognitive Foundations of Religion, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Cathy Lantz:

The reason? Because this Minds and Gods: The Cognitive Foundations of Religion is an unordinary book
that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So,
itis good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent
book will give you alot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your skill and
your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If | have been you | will go to the
reserve store hurriedly.

Madeline Cecil:

Do you like reading areserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Minds and Gods: The Cognitive Foundations of
Religion or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel
need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students especialy. Those
textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other



book likes Minds and Gods: The Cognitive Foundations of Religion to make your spare time more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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