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Tragedy, including grief, pain and suffering, is acommon theme in Shakespeare's plays, often leading to the
death of at least one character, if not several. Y et such themes can also be found in Shakespearian plays
which are classed as comedies, or histories. What is it which makes a Shakespearian tragedy, and what
dramatic themes and conventions did the bard draw upon when writing them?

In this Very Short Introduction Stanley Wells considers what is meant by the word ‘tragedy’, and discusses
nine of Shakespeare'siconic tragic plays. He explores how the early definitions and theoretical discussions of
the concept of tragedy in Shakespeare's time would have influenced these plays, along with the literary
influence of Seneca. Wells also considers Shakespeare's uses of the word 'tragedy’ itself, analysing whether
he had any overall concept of the genre in relation to the drama, and looking at the ways in which the
theatrical conventions of histime shaped his plays, such as the use of boy playersin women's roles and the
physical structures of the playhouses. Offering a critical analysis of each of the nine playsin turn, Wells
concludes by discussing why tragedy is regarded asfit subject for entertainment, and what it is about tragic
plays that audiences find so enjoyable.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titlesin amost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in anew
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:
Ethel Davidson:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Shakespeare's Tragedies: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions). Y ou can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we
know about how isimportant the book Shakespeare's Tragedies: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions). Y ou can add expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
since from book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you
may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can
open abook as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel
bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Alexander Ratcliff:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these keep up with the erathat is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by examining books. It is agood choice for you but the problems coming to an individual isyou
don't know what one you should start with. This Shakespeare's Tragedies. A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Will Cathcart:

The book Shakespeare's Tragedies: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has alot info oniit.
So when you check out this book you can get alot of help. The book was authored by the very famous
author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after scanning this book.

Ronald Johnson:

Exactly why? Because this Shakespeare's Tragedies: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is
an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you
with the secret thisinside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it isgood for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret
it. This amazing book will give you alot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your
talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If | were you | will go to
the book store hurriedly.
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