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Sir James Stirling was arguably the greatest British architect of the twentieth century. This book provides the
most comprehensive critical survey of Stirling's work to date, charting the development of his ideas from his
formative years, through his partnership with James Gowan, on to his period in practice as sole partner; and
finally, his partnership with Michael Wilford. Using archival material, extensive interviews with his partners
and others who worked for him, together with analytical examination of key buildings, this detailed critical
examination explains his philosophy, working method and design strategy. In doing so, it sheds new light on
the atelier structure of his office and who did what on his major buildings. Geoffrey Baker is the first to
analyse in depth the articulation systems used in major projects undertaken by Stirling. He confirms that the
Staatsgalerie complex at Stuttgart does not demonstrate Stirling's interest in post modernism but rather an
enhanced sensitivity towards context informed by his growing allegiance to the classical canon. Baker
explains how this important development in his work, powerfully influenced by Karl Friedrich Schinkel, is
consummated in perhaps the finest of Stirling's uncompleted works, the extension to London's National
Gallery. In a discussion of his mature works, Baker explains how Stirling's work can be understood in terms
of several interconnected ideas. These include surrealism, historicism, myth and metaphor, inconsistency and
ambiguity, bi-lateral symmetry, the garden, rusticity and arcadia, and the archetype, seen as the repository of
the collective architectural memory. As well as discussing his interests and those who influenced Stirling, the
book compares his oeuvre with that of the pioneers of modern architecture, Mies van der Rohe, Frank Lloyd
Wright, Alvar Aalto and Le Corbusier. This book charts a remarkable career, and offers invaluable insights
not only into the masterly, timeless architecture, but also into the man himself: charismatic, irreverent,
courageous, serious; sometimes rude, often stubborn, belligerent, yet gentle. He was endlessly inventive and
deeply dedicated to his art, producing buildings that reflect all of the above, buildings that are magnificent
and ultimately humane.
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From reader reviews:

Dione Wicker:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Architecture of
James Stirling and His Partners James Gowan and Michael Wilford: A Study of Architectural Creativity in
the Twentieth Century. All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Chris Holmes:

The actual book The Architecture of James Stirling and His Partners James Gowan and Michael Wilford: A
Study of Architectural Creativity in the Twentieth Century will bring you to the new experience of reading a
book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very
appropriate to you. The book The Architecture of James Stirling and His Partners James Gowan and Michael
Wilford: A Study of Architectural Creativity in the Twentieth Century is much recommended to you to see.
You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Harold Singleton:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Architecture of James Stirling and His
Partners James Gowan and Michael Wilford: A Study of Architectural Creativity in the Twentieth Century
e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that may be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing
skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt The Architecture of James Stirling and His Partners
James Gowan and Michael Wilford: A Study of Architectural Creativity in the Twentieth Century as good
book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its deal
with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Steven Burley:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important and book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your personal
teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount types of books
that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually The Architecture of James Stirling and His



Partners James Gowan and Michael Wilford: A Study of Architectural Creativity in the Twentieth Century.
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