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In this vivid ethnography of social movements in the barrios, or poor shantytowns, of Caracas, Sujatha
Fernandes reveals a significant dimension of political life in Venezuela since President Hugo Chavez was
elected. Fernandes traces the histories of the barrios, from the guerrillainsurgency, movements against
displacement, and cultural resistance of the 1960s and 1970s, through the debt crisis of the early 1980s and
the neoliberal reforms that followed, to the Chavez period. She weaves barrio residents’ life storiesinto her
account of movements for social and economic justice. Who Can Sop the Drums? demonstrates that the
transformations under way in Venezuela are shaped by negotiations between the Chavez government and
social movements with their own forms of historical memory, local organization, and consciousness.

Fernandes portrays everyday life and politics in the shantytowns of Caracas through accounts of community-
based radio, barrio assemblies, and popular fiestas, and the many interviews she conducted with activists and
government officials. Most of the barrio activists she presents are Chévez supporters. They see the leftist
president as someone who understands their precarious lives and has made important changes to the state
system to redistribute resources. Y et they must balance receiving state resources, which are necessary to fund
their community-based projects, with their desire to retain a sense of agency. Fernandes locates the struggles
of the urban poor within Venezuela s transition from neoliberalism to what she calls “ post-neoliberalism.”
She contends that in contemporary Venezuelawe find a hybrid state; while Chavez is actively challenging
neoliberalism, the state remains subject to the constraints and logics of global capital.
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From reader reviews:
Larry Parrish:

What do you about book? It is hot important to you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you
do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question due to the fact just their can
do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on
guarderia until university need this specific Who Can Stop the Drums?: Urban Social Movementsin
Chévez' s Venezuelato read.

Betty McClanahan:

The particular book Who Can Stop the Drums?: Urban Social Movementsin Chévez's Venezuelawill bring
you to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to spell out theideais very unique. In case
you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Who Can Stop the Drums?: Urban
Social Movementsin Chavez' s Venezuelais much recommended to you you just read. Y ou can also get the
e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

William Delacruz:

In this particular erawhich is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust simple approach to have that. What you
should do isjust spending your time little but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of many books
in thetop listing in your reading list will be Who Can Stop the Drums?: Urban Social Movementsin
Chévez' s Venezuela. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning
into precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Kenneth Copeland:

Some individuals said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt theidea
when they get a half elements of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book Who Can Stop the Drums?:
Urban Social Movements in Chévez' s Venezuela to make your reading is interesting. Y our own skill of
reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especialy. It isto be initial opinion
for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve Who Can Stop the Drums?: Urban Social
Movementsin Chavez's Venezuela can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse
with what must you're doing of these time.
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