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It iswidely believed that, because of its exceptional social development, the caste system in colonial Bengal
differed considerably from the rest of India. Through a study of the complex interplay between caste, culture
and power, this book convincingly demonstrates that Bengali Hindu society preserved the essentials of caste
discrimination in colonial times, even while giving the outward appearance of having changed.

Using empirical data combined with an impressive array of secondary sources, Dr Bandyopadhyay
delineates the manner in which Hindu caste society maintained its cultural hegemony and structural
cohesion. Starting with an examination of the relationship between caste and power, the book examines early
cultural encounters between “high™ Brahmanical tradition and the more egalitarian “popular” religious cults of
the lower castes. It moves on to take a close |ook at the relationship between caste and gender showing the
reasons why the reform movement for widow remarriage failed. It ends with an examination of the Hindu
“partition” campaign, which appropriated dalit autonomous politics and made Hinduism the foundation of an
emergent Indian national identity.

Sekhar Bandyopadhyay breaks with many of the assumptions of two important schools of thought—the
Dumontian and the subaltern—and takes instead a more nuanced approach to show how high caste
hegemony has been able to perpetuate itself. He thus takes up issues which go to the heart of contemporary
problemsin India’'s social and political fabric.
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From reader reviews:
Joseph Wilson:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take awander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Caste,
Culture and Hegemony: Social Dominance in Colonial Bengal? Maybe it isto be best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree
with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Henry Evans:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Caste, Culture and
Hegemony: Social Dominance in Colonial Bengal suitable to you? The book was written by well-known
writer in this era. The book untitled Caste, Culture and Hegemony: Social Dominance in Colonial Bengalis
the one of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people
in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just
before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus al of people can easily to recognise the
core of this guide. This book will give you alarge amount of information about this world now. To help you
to see the represented of the world on this book.

Thomas Car lson:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for
reading. Some people likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Caste, Culture and Hegemony:
Socia Dominance in Colonia Bengal or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how
the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well
as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science book, any other book likes Caste, Culture and Hegemony: Social Dominance in Colonial
Bengal to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Teresa Riggs:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source thisfilled
update of news. On this modern eralike right now, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book,
story and comic. Y ou can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open
your book? Or just in search of the Caste, Culture and Hegemony: Social Dominance in Colonial Bengal
when you necessary it?
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