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Jacques Riviere knew how to accept art emotionally. No French critic was ever less a traditional pedagogue.
RiviÞre was an intelligent French writer, who knew that the summit of the intellect is to admit aff ective
knowledge, instinct, and intuition. The "heart," or taste, is always superior to raw intelligence.

Reviere's supple metaphors are not easily rendered into English. Th e density of his thought, the complexity
of his views, the moral and spiritual fervor that vibrates in these pages, further enhances the difficulties the
skilled translator must overcome. Literary criticism is often ephemeral; it has served its purpose if it
stimulates discussion about the work of art under scrutiny. Not so with essays like these. Th ey demand an
active reading, as do the original works themselves. Th ey do not easily yield their signifi cance.

Among the critics who came into the French literary scene in the years immediately preceding and following
the First World War, Jacques Riviere has been least affected by the attrition of time. His studies of Proust
and Rimbaud still rank among the two or three essential works to be read on these authors. Few other critics
have gone further in a sensuous perception of these authors' work and the intellectual lucidity in analyzing it.
Reviere had few pretensions to profundity and a great purity of style. In an age of slogans and judgments,
this volume reminds the reader of the extraordinary role of European critical thought in the twentieth
century.
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From reader reviews:

Troy Ethridge:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Ideal Reader: Proust, Freud, and the Reconstruction of
European Culture.

Donald Mobley:

The book The Ideal Reader: Proust, Freud, and the Reconstruction of European Culture will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In
the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Ideal Reader:
Proust, Freud, and the Reconstruction of European Culture is much recommended to you to learn. You can
also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Loren Benton:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Ideal Reader: Proust, Freud, and the
Reconstruction of European Culture which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Jeffrey Martinez:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several books in
the top record in your reading list will be The Ideal Reader: Proust, Freud, and the Reconstruction of
European Culture. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into
precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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