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Art historians, traditionally, have implicitly accepted the autonomy of the artwork and ignored what Mary
Anne Staniszewski calls "the power of display." In this groundbreaking examination of installation design as
an aesthetic medium and cultural practice, Staniszewski offers the first history of exhibitions at the most
powerful and influential modern art museum—The Museum of Modern Art in New York. Focusing on over
two hundred photographs of the visually rich but overlooked history of exhibitions, Staniszewski documents
and deciphers an essential chapter of twentieth-century art and culture and provides a historical and
theoretical framework for a primary area of contemporary aesthetic practice—installation-based art.

Staniszewski treats installations as creations that manifest values, ideologies, politics, and of course
aesthetics. Incorporating analysis of display techniques used in department stores, natural history museums,
non-Western art galleries, and the international avant-gardes' exhibitions of the first half of the century, she
makes visible both the explicit and covert meanings found in exhibitions. Some of the questions she
addresses are: What sorts of viewers do different types of installations "create"? How do exhibition designs
affect the meanings and receptions of specific objects, images, artifacts, and buildings when they are
displayed? How do installations shape the viewer's experience of the cultural ritual of a museum visit? How
does an amnesia regarding exhibition design affect art history, the art world, and collective cultural
memories?

Among the artists, designers, architects, and curators whose installations the author features are Dennis
Adams, Alfred H. Barr, Jr., Herbert Bayer, RenÃ© d'Harnoncourt, Ray and Charles Eames, Hans Haacke,
David Hammons, Philip Johnson, Frederick Kiesler, Barbara Kruger, Louise Lawler, El Lissitzky, Adrian
Piper, Lilly Reich, William Rubin, Paul Rudolph, Edward Steichen, Giuseppe Terragni, and Kirk Varnedoe.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Gross:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be smart
in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book can help
folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Power of Display: A History of Exhibition
Installations at the Museum of Modern Art book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of
course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Edward Capps:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel happy
read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the The Power of Display: A History
of Exhibition Installations at the Museum of Modern Art is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Juan Moses:

Beside this specific The Power of Display: A History of Exhibition Installations at the Museum of Modern
Art in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and
the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an
previous people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Power of Display: A History of
Exhibition Installations at the Museum of Modern Art because this book offers to you readable information.
Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have
this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from at this point!

James Longo:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Power of Display: A History of Exhibition
Installations at the Museum of Modern Art was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we
know that book The Power of Display: A History of Exhibition Installations at the Museum of Modern Art
has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored,
any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading
which.
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