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In Uses and Abuses of Moses, Theodore Ziolkowski surveys the major literary treatments of the biblical
figure of Moses since the Enlightenment. Beginning with the influential treatments by Schiller and Goethe,
for whom Moses was, respectively, a member of a mystery cult and a violent murderer, Ziolkowski examines
an impressive array of dramas, poems, operas, novels, and films to show the many ways in which the
charismatic figure of Moses has been exploited—the “uses and abuses” of the title—to serve a variety of
ideological and cultural purposes. Ziolkowski’s wide-ranging and in-depth study compares and analyzes the
attempts by nearly one hundred writers to fill in the gaps in the biblical account of Moses’ life and to explain
his motivation as a leader, lawgiver, and prophet. As Ziolkowski richly demonstrates, Moses’ image has
been affected by historical factors such as the Egyptomania of the 1820s, the revolutionary movements of the
mid-nineteenth century, the early move toward black liberation in the United States, and critical biblical
scholarship of the late nineteenth century before, in the twentieth century, being appropriated by Marxists,
Socialists, Nazis, and Freudians. The majority of the works studied are by Austro-German and Anglo-
American writers, but Ziolkowski also includes significant examples of works from Hungary, Sweden,
Norway, the Ukraine, Denmark, the Netherlands, Italy, and France. The figure of Moses becomes an animate
seismograph, in Ziolkowski’s words, through whose literary reception we can trace many of the shifts in the
cultural landscape of the past two centuries.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Stanfield:

The e-book with title Uses and Abuses of Moses: Literary Representations since the Enlightenment contains
a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era
of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Joanne Hall:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a reserve. The book Uses and Abuses of Moses: Literary Representations since the
Enlightenment it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They
were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy
often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Erica Clark:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this guide. This Uses and Abuses of Moses: Literary
Representations since the Enlightenment is simple bringing you can read it in the playground, in the beach,
train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy
the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone.
And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Dustin Davis:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Uses and Abuses of Moses:
Literary Representations since the Enlightenment which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's observe.
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