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Author Shane Butler tells the story of how Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) was established in Ireland - the first
European country to start an AA group - in 1946, and how it gradually came to establish itself as a
mainstream Irish institution, the need for which has become clearer as alcohol consumption levels increase.
AA is described as a hybrid institution, straddling healthcare and religion, and the book looks in detail at
how early Irish members negotiated working relationships with the mental health system and the dominant
Catholic Church. The book also focuses on AA's commitment to the avoidance of conventional,
organizational management systems, involving clearly-identified leaders and top-down instructions for front-
line members. The survival of AA in Ireland, as elsewhere, is attributed primarily to the fact that it has
remained firmly outside of alcohol politics, seeing itself as a 'fellowship' which exists only to help
individuals who seek its help in relation to their own powerlessness over alcohol. It is recognized,
paradoxically, that AA in Ireland could not have negotiated such a smooth entry to this country without the
energies and skills of its early leaders, and this book documents the activities of these leaders who - with the
assistance of AA in the United States - strategically managed the fellowship's establishment in a potentially
hostile environment.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Langley:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Benign Anarchy: Alcoholics Anonymous in Ireland.
You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important
some sort of book Benign Anarchy: Alcoholics Anonymous in Ireland. You can add understanding and of
course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet product. It is
called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Spencer Fuentes:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give
you a lot of new data. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of a number
of ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this Benign Anarchy: Alcoholics Anonymous in Ireland, it is possible to tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Helen McCleary:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you study a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Benign Anarchy: Alcoholics Anonymous in Ireland offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Melvin Smith:

Beside this Benign Anarchy: Alcoholics Anonymous in Ireland in your phone, it might give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the
oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing
to have Benign Anarchy: Alcoholics Anonymous in Ireland because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will
not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from
at this point!
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