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From growing their children, parents grow themselves, learning the lessons their children teach. “Growing
up”, then, is as much a developmental process of parenthood as it is of childhood. While countless books
have been written about the challenges of parenting, nearly all of them position the parent as instructor and
support-giver, the child as learner and in need of direction. But the parent-child relationship is more
complicated and reciprocal; over time it transforms in remarkable, surprising ways. As our children grow up,
and we grow older, what used to be a one-way flow of instruction and support, from parent to child, becomes
instead an exchange. We begin to learn from them. The lessons parents learn from their
offspring—voluntarily and involuntarily, with intention and serendipity, often through resistance and
struggle—are embedded in their evolving relationships and shaped by the rapidly transforming world around
them.
 
With Growing Each Other Up, Macarthur Prize–winning sociologist and educator Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot
offers an intimately detailed, emotionally powerful account of that experience. Building her book on a series
of in-depth interviews with parents around the country, she offers a counterpoint to the usual parental
development literature that mostly concerns the adjustment of parents to their babies’ rhythms and the ways
parents weather the storms of their teenage progeny. The focus here is on the lessons emerging adult
children, ages 15 to 35, teach their parents. How are our perspectives as parents shaped by our children?
What lessons do we take from them and incorporate into our worldviews? Just how much do we learn—often
despite our own emotionally fraught resistance—from what they have seen of life that we, perhaps, never
experienced? From these parent portraits emerges the shape of an education composed by young adult
children—an education built on witness, growing, intimacy, and acceptance.
 
Growing Each Other Up is rich in the voices of actual parents telling their own stories of raising children and
their children raising them; watching that fundamental connection shift over time. Parents and children of all
ages will recognize themselves in these evocative and moving accounts and look at their own growing up in
a revelatory new light.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Moore:

The book Growing Each Other Up: When Our Children Become Our Teachers can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a
book Growing Each Other Up: When Our Children Become Our Teachers? Several of you have a different
opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able
to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Growing Each Other Up: When Our Children
Become Our Teachers has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You
can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Willard Sarvis:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Growing Each Other Up: When Our
Children Become Our Teachers is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Gayle Anderson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this
Growing Each Other Up: When Our Children Become Our Teachers.

Morgan Johnson:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they will get
lots of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are
you experiencing when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time,
typically the book you have read is definitely Growing Each Other Up: When Our Children Become Our
Teachers.
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