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"In December of 1914, veteran Boer commander General Louis Botha landed his forces on the coast of
German South West Africa to finish off the colony's Schutztruppe defenders. In August, the South Africans
had started off badly with a disastrous battle at Sandfontein and an internal rebellion that could have torn the
Union of South Africa apart. Botha's campaign would eventually lead to victory, but it would not be easy.
Overshadowed and largely forgotten by the battles in Europe, this was one of the more distant and now
almost forgotten episodes of World War I. But from August 1914 to July 1915, a small German force of
4,000 faced nearly 75,000 Allied troops of the Union of South Africa, Britain, and colonial Rhodesia in a
fight that was pivotal in the history of southern Africa. This loss on the battlefield would cost Germany her
most prized African possession and prove to be an important milestone in the history of the country that
would eventually become Namibia. Britain was so concerned about the threat the German protectorate of
South West Africa posed to the Empire that it requested its dominion, the Union of South Africa, occupy the
territory's ports and destroy its powerful wireless stations. South African leaders were eager to take on this
'urgent Imperial service' to expand their own territory. When the Germans capitulated nearly a year later, it
was the first Allied victory of the war and a rallying point for the United Kingdom. It was a terrible place to
fight a war. Invading troops wondered why anyone would want to live in the place, let alone fight over it.
Vast deserts barred easy entry to the country; the bones of animals and humans scattered across the surface
attested to their lethal nature. The South Africans had to feed and water over 100,000 horses and oxen where
little fodder existed and after the Germans had sabotaged many of the water points. Meanwhile, the Germans
were looking over their shoulders as the native peoples they had long mistreated tried to settle old scores
through ambushes and sniping. Using primary sources, on the ground research, and accurate maps and charts
of the battles, the author sheds new light on the operations of the South African Army in its first foreign war
and the Schutztruppe defense of German South West Africa. The book also demonstrates the terrible cost of
miscalculations by politicians and military leaders on both sides. REVIEWS "What an interesting and
fascinating book. If the Great War reader wants a change from the Western Front, then this is a book to read
... Well done Helion for find this little gem!" War History Online The author has written, using many
generally overlooked primary and German sources as well as on-the-ground research, an absorbing account
of the campaign in German South West Africa that was largely fought in the inhospitable terrain of the
Swakop River Valley. This account is augmented by a chapter on "The Battlefield Today," containing the
author's own observations and photographs of this generally desolate area and urging battlefield preservation.
British victory in the German South West African campaign contributed to increased morale throughout the
Empire, just as this fine monograph makes a solid contribution to the study of World War I colonial
campaigns in Africa." - International Bibliography of Military History 35, no. 2 (2015)
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From reader reviews:

Theodore Huff:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book The Horns of the Beast: The Swakop River
Campaign and World War I in South-West Africa 1914-15 will make you to become smarter. You can feel
far more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading a book
make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
appropriate book with you?

Jose Shepard:

The ability that you get from The Horns of the Beast: The Swakop River Campaign and World War I in
South-West Africa 1914-15 may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the
more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Horns of
the Beast: The Swakop River Campaign and World War I in South-West Africa 1914-15 giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific
book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of The Horns of the
Beast: The Swakop River Campaign and World War I in South-West Africa 1914-15 instantly.

Betty Blake:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire day to reading
a publication. The book The Horns of the Beast: The Swakop River Campaign and World War I in South-
West Africa 1914-15 it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book.
These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this
book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart
phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.

Louis Cline:

Beside this specific The Horns of the Beast: The Swakop River Campaign and World War I in South-West
Africa 1914-15 in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel
like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Horns of the Beast: The Swakop



River Campaign and World War I in South-West Africa 1914-15 because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that
will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from currently!
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