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How do (im)migrant writers negotiate their representation of a multilingual world for a monolingual
audience? Does their English betray the presence of another language, is that other language erased, or does
it appear here and there, on special occasions for special reasons? Do words and meanings wander from one
language and one self to another? Do the psychic and cultural worlds of different languages split apart or
merge? What is the aesthetic effect of such wandering, splitting, or merging?

Usually described as “code-switches” by linguists, fragments of other languages have wandered into
American literature in English from the beginning. Wanderwords asks what, in the memoirs, poems, essays,
and fiction of a variety of twentieth and twenty first century writers, the function and meaning of such
language migration might be. It shows what there is to be gained if we learn to read migrant writing with an
eye, and an ear, for linguistic difference and it concludes that, freighted with the other-cultural meanings
wrapped up in their different looks and sounds, wanderwords can perform wonders of poetic signification as
well as cultural critique.

Bringing together literary and cultural theory with linguistics as well as the theory and history of migration,
and with psychoanalysis for its understanding of the multilingual unconscious, Wanderwords engages
closely with the work of well-known and unheard-of writers such as Mary Antin and Eva Hoffman, Richard
Rodriguez and Junot Díaz, Theresa Hak Kyung Cha and Bharati Mukherjee, Edward Bok and Truus van
Bruinessen, Susana Chávez-Silverman and Gustavo Perez-Firmat, Pietro DiDonato and Don DeLillo. In so
doing, a poetics of multilingualism unfolds that stretches well beyond translation into the lingual contact
zone of English-with-other-languages that is American literature, belatedly re-connecting with the world.
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From reader reviews:

William Butcher:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Wanderwords: Language Migration in American Literature
(New Horizons in Contemporary Writing). Try to stumble through book Wanderwords: Language Migration
in American Literature (New Horizons in Contemporary Writing) as your buddy. It means that it can for
being your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing
by the book. So , let's make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Janice Martin:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in which improve
your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you want attract
knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense happy read one having theme for
entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Wanderwords: Language Migration in American
Literature (New Horizons in Contemporary Writing) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Samantha Bond:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Wanderwords: Language
Migration in American Literature (New Horizons in Contemporary Writing) is simple to deliver you can read
it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring often
the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual
book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Richard Chambers:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know everything
we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide Wanderwords: Language Migration in American Literature (New Horizons in
Contemporary Writing) was filled about science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
science competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit
from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that
you wanted.
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